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Mr. BATH: That is wrong. The re-
port of the officers of the departmrent on
the railway proposition was frst on the
position of the field as it stond at that
lime, ‘

The Premier: They snbmitfed an esti-
mate which has been donbled.

Mr. BATIT: Bu! they went further,
and gave informabion as fo what it was
likely to he with rvailway commnnieation;
and T say that that report was favour-
able and not that it was of sueh a nature
that if it had been acied wpon the line
wonld never have heen huiit.

The Premier: Tle aetual receipts are
double the amount of the receipts esti-
mated by the officers who prepared Ihe
report.

Myv. BATRH : All {he mwore fo the eredit
of those who submitied ihe report. If
it hias proved even better than their re-
port led us to expeel it is fo the greater
advanlage of the State, bur it is in no
sense an argument that their veporl was
against the consiruetion of the line. As
a maiter of faet we were prepared 1o con-
stroet the railway on that report.

The Premier: Who was?

Mr. BATIL: The Government of which
I was a member.

The Premier: There was nothing but
reports for six years. and vou did no-
thing,

Mr. BATH: At thai time the proposi-
ton was seoated by members supporting
the Ministery, bui who atterwards twrned
round and supported ihe proposition.

The Premier: Nothing ot the kind.:

Mr, BATH: 1 say it was so.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon.
member mmst not disenss the Norseman
railway.

Mr. BATH: But the Premier——

The DEPTTY SPRAKER: The Pre-
wier must not discuss it either.

Mr. BATH: Fhe Prender
ally  interjecting; how. then, c¢an 'nne
avoid discussing it?  What | wish ta
say 1= that on any railway propositien
we have had we have been sapplied with
the seantiest of information. We have
heen asked to take it on trust, and we
bhave afterwards had the admission nof
those who supported i thai a mistake

s eontinn-
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had Dbeen made. These are costly miz~
lakes. and we want the information he-
fore we are involved in the expendilure.
That iz why T say the House, while ib
may consider il advisable—and 1 helieve
it is—to recommend or give Favourable
consideration to the proposilion for rail-
wayv communicalion for Lawlers. should
leave the ronie {o he defermined afler
mature considerantion, and after more ac-
enrate information has heen furnished,
and more concrete facts adduced, in fav-
oni of one route or the other.

My, TROY: With the pemuiission of
the Hquse T would like to alter my amend-
ment to read, “That the words ‘from leo-
nora’ he struek oul” instead of “all the
words after Lawlers.”

Leave given; amendment accordingly
amended.

On motion hy Mr. Neenan, debate ad-
journed.

House adjewrned af 10,11 pom.
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IYUESTION — ASIATIC HAWKERS.

Mr. O'LOGRLEN asked the Premier:
1, Is he aware that numbers of Asiaties
.are hawking throughout the State without
a license? 2, In order to allow white
men fo hawk their wares, will he amend
the Hawkers Aet, and bring it into line
with the Eastern States?

The PREMIER replied: 1, I am not
awatre, but have instituted certain in-
auirivs. 2, The matter will receive con-
gideration.

QUESTION — SCHOOLS,
LANDINGS,
Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked the Mlinister
for Works: Has any provision been made
for the estahlishmeat of schools at the
landings of Jarrahdale, Hoffman, and
Mornington?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: Yes. Tenders are heing ealled in
this week’s Gazetle.

TIMBER

QUESTION — SAVINGS
COOLGARDIN.
Mr. McDOWALILL asked the Treas-
uwrer: Is there any truth in the rumour
1hat the Government Savings Bank at
Coolgardie, as at present coustituted, is
to be closed with a view of having the
business transacted at the post office?
The TREASURER replied: T have
mot had the question bat, so far as my
memory goes, it is not intended to close
the Government Savings Bank at Cool-
-gardie, with the view of having the busi-
ness transacted at the posi office.

BANK,

QUESTION—SANATORIUM, COOL-
. GARDIE.

Mr. McDOWALL asked the Treasurer:
1, Is it true that Dr. Palmer, late House
Physician at the Coolgardie sanatorinm,
resigned in consequence of its being de-
-cided to reduce the salary attached to that
position? 2, Has the salary heen re-
dueed? ?

The TREASTRER replied: 1. Under
the regulations of the Medical Depart-
maent Dr. Palmer was appoinfed For two
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years. On expiration of the engagement,
he desived to know if the appointment
would be made permanent and at what
salary. He was informed that ihe ap-
pointment could not be made permanent
and that the salary would possibly be re-
duced. Arrangemenis weve made to fill
the vacaucy by another officer, but it was
found that the work could be performed
by the District Medical Officer, and a
salary was fixed acecordingly for the dual
appointment. 2, Yes. A saving has
heen effected by the ahove amalgamation,

QUESTION — PUBLIC SERVICE
APPOINTMENTS.

Mr. McDOWALIL asked the Premier:
How many non-residents of Australia
have been appointed fo positions in the
public service of the State during the
past five years?

The Premier replied: The follow-
ing gentlemen have heen appointed
under the provisions of the Pnblic Ser-
viee Act:—Professor Lowrie, from New
Zealand: Doctors Anderson and Bent-
ley, from England, for the Lunacy De-
partment; Mr. 8. Bennett, from Eng-
Iand, as (overnment Actuary, ctc.. and
Mr. J. Abemnetliv, from Seotland, as
Pairy Expert.

QUESTION — RAILWAYS, FINAXN-
CIAL RESULTS.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Are the officially published
fizures showing net credit balanee on the
Railway Department’s operations for the
vear 1909, after allowing for working ex-
penses and interest. as £156.980 correct?
2, Tf so. how does he reconcile this result
with lis reply to a question when he
stated. “That the exigencies of the Rail-
way Department’s finances cansed a zen-
eral suspension of elassification *advan-
ces”?

The MINTISTER FOR RAMLWAYS
replied: 1. Yes. 2, The finances of the
Railway Department are inseparable from
the finances of the State.



48
PERSONAL EXPLANATION,
Port of call for mail steaviers,
Mr. WO PRICE: 1 desive to make n
personal  explanation  concerning  an

answer given hy the Premier yesterday
to a quesiion T put him as to the por! of
call in Western Austrahia for the mail
steamers.  In rveply 1o my guestion ihe
Premier said. “The suggeslion that Al
hany should be substituled for Fremantlc
has heen made, but it has not heen zhown
thot the inconvenience referred fu would
be obvialed.” The inference from thal
answer is, that my quesiion suggested
there should be a substitnlion between
the two ports, T am sarry the Promier
gave snch an answer, for sueh an idea is
i uo way referred to in wmy question.
and his veply i= caleulated (o stiv up a
feeling hetween the two places. T (rust
my explanation will he suilicient 1o make
it puldie ihat T had no desire (0 infer
that  the wmail boats should uot eall al
Fremanile.

RILL—EARLY CLOSING ACT
AMENTIMEXNT.
Itroduced by Mr. Angwin, and read
a fivst time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1908-10,

fu Commitiee of Supply.

Debale resumed from the 28th Sep-
tember, on  (he Treasurer’'s Finaneial
Statement and the Annual Iistimates;
Mr. Daglish in the Chair.

Vote—His  Eoeelleney
€2.200) :

Mr. BATH (Brown Hilly: T think the
Premier is enlitled to eredit for the faet
that on this oceasion he fulfilled the pro-
mise he made in replying to a question
put by the member for Chaildford (M,
Jolmson). and brought down his Budgel
before the eud of September. Oun many
previous ocensions we have heen promised
that the Budget Speech wonld be delivered
and the Estimates be placed liefore inem-
ber=, by a specific time, bui on no sceasion
I can remember has ihe promise heen ful-
filldl.  The departure of the I'remier is
one which 1 hope will be perpeluaied in

the  Ggvernor,
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future yvears. Members will agree withh
me 1har the Premier came {hrough the-
two howrs’ ordeal very well, and to use a
sporting phrase, he did it without “taro-
ing a hair® [ think the time has come,
however, when we might dispense with a-
areat deal of whal atter all is vnly pad-
ding (o the real mader which shoukl be-
placed hefure us in the Budgel Speec.
Not that 1 would hike for one womenl f-
sheer away all information supplied as to
the progress of the various industries oi”
the Stale. far afier all T know thal has
come {o be reparded as an adverlisement
for the State. The Treasurer’s speech 1=
not only eirculated here, but reaches the
old country, where those gentlemen restde:
who lend us our money, and we have to.
make as gool an appearance as possihble:.
hui at the same time, even if it i5 o good
idea, I do ool see why it should
be mneeessary for the Premier, or the
Treasurer  for  the time Dbeing, to-
pal i (we hows  relailing  this
matter, uor for  members tu it
in their places and listen {v it. Members.
will agree with me that it would he a good
idea to take this information as read..
have it printed and attached to the other-
portion of the speech. It would save-
the Treasurer and the memhers of the
House. I noticed on the last oceasion
that while we stood it pretiy well and
were interested. the Treasurer’s own sup-
porters were prepared to take it as vead.
1 make thig sugwestion as much oul of”
regaed to the Treasurer as to members of
the Assembly.  The Budget speech has-
another use. [ notice that when things
are not looking too bright in ile Trea-
sury we have a greal deal more of this
refrospect in recard to industries of the-
State than when the finances arve llourizh-
ing. and it seems as if we are using the
bounties of Providence and fhe good
things showered npon us in the way of
our natural resources (o cover a ileficieney
in the financial statement. In another
respect, ton, there was something that,.
perhaps, nade this speech go somewhat
hetter—>For after all it was the same old
slory in many respects that we have had’
from the ex-Treaswrer—there was a new
stary-leller, and the Treasurer imparted!
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a vigour (o i that detracted fruwm ihe
monoiony  which, to a certain extent,
characterised the Budgeis of previous
vears. There is also in one or two re-
speets-—certainly not to the extent that I
wonld like tn see, but there iz certainly
an  indication  on the parl of the
Freasurer that there will be an attempt
in the future to get away from the enlt
of Micawberism, of which the present
Minister for Works is so graceful an ex-
ponent, and, in some respects, to try and
adjust owr finanees on  those methods
which  commend themselves to sound
finaneial authorities. Tn this vespeet the
members of the Labour pariy ecan take a
fair amount of credil to themselves, be-
canse in those very particulars. where
not only the present Treasurer but his
predecessor. and, in faet the Government
as i body, have adopted rafional mea-
sures for meeting the sitnation, they have
really appropriated them, perbhaps not to
the extent advoecated by us, not in as
conplete a form as we would desire, bnt
they have certainly appropriated in some
measure the ideas promulgated by the
Tabour party. Yor instance, in 1905 the
members of the Ministerial parly would
have nothing to do with either land or
income tax; they opposed it when we
suhmirted the measare in 1903, and
framed a moiion of éensure on it in faet,
and opposed it at the election in 1905,
and vowed they wonld never consent to
such (axation. But nifimately they con-
semed to it. In o modulated form. it 18
troe. but they eertainly consented to the
principle.  Then we find ithe present
Treasurer adopting an idea which has
heen advoeated from this side. and which,
judging from some remarks made by his
own supporters, is not meeting with fav-
our v his side—1 refer to the increase
in the death duties. Amain, when T
pointed out that a large amount of money
which was eoming due in the way of pub-
lic debts in Australia during the next ten
vears, would necessitate the Common-
wealth assuming the responsibility for the
debts of Australta, the Minister for
Works langhed at the idea. =couted it,
and said it impossible from our
peint of view, and to-day we find——

was
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The Minister for Works:
impuossible?

My, BATH: Impossible for us to en-
tertain the idea,

The Minister for Works: What idea?

Mr. BATH: The idea of the Common-
wealth  assuming  responsibility for the
State debts.

. The Minister for Works:
0.

Mr. BATH: It is only necessary for
ihe Minisler for Works {o look up his
past speeches to find that what I say is
true. The Treasurer now says that he
has wiven his consent, as far as this Slate
is concerned, to the proposal for embody-
ing in an amendment of the Constitution
the taking over of the State debts by the
Commoenwenlth, provided that our bor-
rowing powers are unimpaired, T ask
any hon. gentleman in this Chamber who
has given any thought to the question,
can he conceive that if the States agree
to hand over the control of the debts tn
the Conunonweallh, our horrowing powers
will not be limited. It the Common-
wealth is going to assume responsihility.
then we will not be on an equalily with
the Conmmonwealth in going on the Lon-
don or the Jocal mavket: we will not he
able to »o on either market on an equal-
itv, and il will mean ihat if we do hor-
vaw on mare disadvantageous terms than
the Commonwealth. Tf we hand over
eontrol we must inevitably make up our
minds 1hal as time goes on the Common-
wealth will naturally assume responsibil-
itv, or, al least, will assume the right to
oversee the question of borrowing by the
individual States.  That is my opinion.
While, of course, there will he a differ-
ence in the financial considerations ol
each State. T cannot see how, if we eon-
sent to land over contral of all our
dehts, we ean obviate a certain amounnt
of eonlrol of onr borrowing rights heing
tauken by the Commonwealth.

Mr, Foulkes: In Canada the Federal
Government have no Jjurisdietion.

Alr. BATH: As has been poinfed oul.
ibe relationship is different; and, again,
the cireumslanees are enfively different.
At the prezent 1ime the Dowinion of
Canada eannet borrow on equally advan-

What was

1 never said
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tageous rerms with the Commoenwealth of
Australia or the Australian States, for
fhe reason that in Awstralla our money
zues into the construction of railways and
public works by the States to a very great
exteni. In Canada these works arc ear-
ried oul hy private enterprise, and, there-
fore. the debt of that country is nol re-
presented {0 the same extent hy solid ag-
sets as in Ausigalia, and under those eir-
cunistinees 1he basis of comparison is
noi o good one.  In lhe course of the
Treasurer’s speech. amd  the cominents
whieh have been made on if in the public
Press, we have heard a great Jdeal abond
aptimism and econvage.  We are lold it
was an opfimistic speech., and we have on
the pari of the Treasnrer himself a re-
ference Lo the Government in the perora-
tion of the Budget speech. 1 must say
that in oy opinien thal peroration was
not exactly in the hest taste. T do not say
for one moment thai the Treasnrer is res-
pungible for it. I should vather say that
he told someone (o fix it up. and <omeone
did so while he gol owd the more import-
ant detatls of the speech, and the gentle-
man who wrete the peroration laid it on
rather thicker ihan. perhaps the Premier
himself wounid have done had he pre-
pared it.  As far as this beasied optim-
ism is concerned, there is a zood deal
ton much platitudinising abour 3t.  As a
matter of faet, T do not see thai we are
able to eonvert this optimism infto & mar-
ketahle commodiiy. It would be all right
i we could pack it up in a bag and sell
it as a eheap fertiliser: bt it does not do
anything practieal as Yar as I ean aee
Tn every respect it is pescimism masquer-
ading as oplimism,

The Premier: A very good substitute.

Mr. BATH : I should say for a poliey
tu be optimistic and eourageons it has to
possess several essentials. In the first
place, that policy must give a praetieal
exemplification of our faith in the coun-
try; in the second place, i roust be a po-
licy which will suit the requirements of
Western Australia, or, rather, which will
provide the foundation for permanent
financial stability, not only for the im-
mediate present. hul for the future; and
in the third place, and ihe most important
of all, it must not be a postponement of
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our obligalions, | want to point out that
as tar as the attitude of the Government
of the day is concerned, they are the
worst croakers we have in the eoinmun-
ity. We are publishing it to the world
that while ot the one hand we talk about
our resources, our agricnliural, mineral,
and pastoral wealth: in eifect, we publish
it abroad that we camot even afford to
pay for hospital treatment for 1he people
of (he  State,  1u the seeond place we
have, by our attitwde, shown to the per-
=z from whom we horrew our money-—
the publie generally——-that we bave not
heen able iv eontinne var policy of ex-
penditg loan noneys only on reprodine-
tive works. The present Government
have departed from that; ihey have said
that our resourees arve such that we ean
rely utpon Che people owning those re-
somrees providing sufficient revenue to
uhviate sueh  a eourse as that, and we
have sinee 1906 a constant recurrence of
the poliey of utilising money for other
than rveproduclive works,  That is evi-
denee of want of faith in the country; it
15 a direet contradiction of the platitndes
we hear about the vesources of the coun-
try,  Then there is the poliey. often com-
mented om, of the postpenement of our
obligations instead of a evurageous battle
being pui up as lhey arrvive. | want to
take exception to the Treasurer adopting
what is a verv favourite attitude on the
part of hig collengue, the present Minister
For Works: that is, by torfuons argument
misrepresenfing the real issue of the case.
In eonneclion with onr loan indebtedness.
the statement was made that there had
heen an inerease of £10 per head of the
population. [ will agree with the Trea-
sarer that the comparison hebween 1903
and 1909 did not take into congideration
the loan raised in 1905, and the reason
was because that loan had not then heen
brought to aceount. The figures were
quoted from the Statistical Abstraet, but
a further statement was made in reply
to the Treasurer that there had been an
inerease of £7 per head of the popula-
tion, and to show that was correct, if we
take the next vear, 1906, when the loan
of 1905 was ineluded, we find that the
net indebtedness, leaving out ndd shil-
lings, was #64. while in 1909 ii was £71,
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uF il inerease as then statwd of £7 per
head. Then the Treasurer went on tue-
ther to make a comparison afier the hal-
ance al the Treasurer’s disposal had heen
dedneted, and be wade it om that the
debt had only inereused by £1 9s. per
hesd. Now the Treasurver id nol mmake
a comparison on an equality of terms;
becanse he took the fizures at August and
Sepiember of 1905, and compared them
with the fipures as at June 30th in 1909.
Now if we take ihe basis upon whieh {he
Treasurer shonld have made his eompari-
son. thal is, June. 1905, and June. 1909,
we will find that noue of the loan of 1905
was hwougld lo account, bul that on the
other hand they had a balance of £180,000
to the eredif of loan fund. Aaking that
deduction the debt was €61 10s. per head
of popnlation. Then, taking the figures
as at Jupe 30th, 1909, and making the
same deductien of the balance in hand.
the debt was €65 10s, or a difference of
£4,

The Premier: The firnves were £63 13s.
3d. and £65 10s.

My, BATH: No. I have looked up the
publie aceonnts in both vyears, and the
Treasurer will find that my statement is
carreet.  Therve is another point to be
taken intn consideration—this is not so
much a ecritieism of the present Trea-
surer as of the meneral practice of basing
the ¢omiparison on the total population.
There has heen n very great decrease.
since the lasf eensne was taken in 1901,
in what might be termed the percentage
of the fax earning population nf the
State. That is to say. the number of peo-
ple under 15 vears of age—that is giving
a very low margin—ithe number under
15 is very larpely inereased; so that if we
are to make an accurate comparison, one
upon whiell we can safely rely in comput-
tng our indebtedness. it should rather be
based on the tax earping porlion of the
population.

The Premier: Yon mizhi apply the
snme thing to the Faslern States.

Mr. BATH: T think {ihe same argu-
wment would apply 1o the Eastern States.
It 1 am dealing with Western Austra-
lin. aml [ think it would be the proper
hagis of eomparison for such a computa-
tion  in Western Australia.  Because.
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taking the bhulk of the population under
13, they are involving espenditure in edu-
cation and othev directions, while on the
other Land they are not contributing to
the waxation except indirectly through the
head of 1he family.

The Premier: What, then, wonld you
make it. adult wales?

Mr. BATH: Yo, In the Common-
wealth Year Book the hasis is taken he-
tween the ages of 15 and 63, And al-
thouph the figures are not available sinee
1901, and therefore the c¢nmparison ean-
not be macde sinee that date. and will not
be eapable of being made until 1911,
when the next eensus is taken, still 1
think it wond be an excellent idea, and
une iving greater security in  reeount-
ing indehiedness, if that were the basis
upron whieh these ealeulations were made.
There was a reference made to the ddiffi-
enlties under which (he (Government had
labonred owing to the diminution in the
amount aunually received from the (om-
monwealth. e all admit that that has
wvolved dilfieulties in the financial ad-
ministration of our affairs. The Treas-
nrer referved alse fo the increase in the
amount of interest and sinking  fund
which has heen involved throngh our de-
velopmental policy, and these 1wo faets
are ciled as reasons for the finaneial stnin-
xeney under which we labour. Tt is Lrue
they are two salient reasons. but, to have
been reandid, the Treasurer should also
have referred to the fact thal while we
have incurred these inereases in interest
and sinking fund by ihe developmental
poliev, we iozi revenue from public works
and services fo the extent of £130,000.
That peini =hould have heen dealt with
by the Tressurer who should not have tried
to place the blame enlirely on the Com-
monweallh, on something outside of onr
control. and have forgotien nif mention
of this taet. that in spite of the increase
in tileage en railways cpened, in spile
af’ the expenditure on other public works
Al services, we had a deeline in revenue
of £150,000, In referring to the redue-
tions, the luss of railway revenue in recent
vears. the Pemier eited only one freight
veturn to acecuel for thal, namely, the
freight on manures.  That would only
amount to a very trifling portion of the
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loss of revenne fromn the railway system.
There are other items, and before we ean
obtain a e¢lear view of the position, those
other items should be stated. The infer-
ence was that this had been done entirely
for the benefit of the producing com-
munity. But there may have heen other
reductions which could nof be supported
by the same argument, and which might
have heen considered inadvisable in view
of the finanecial eondition of the State.
Now I come to another uestion upon
which the Minister for Works was wont
to wax eloquent at the fime vou, Sir, were
Treasurer of the State. At thar time
there was, so far as the Tublie Works
Departmenl  was  voncerned, a  cerlain
underdrafi on the estimates of expendi-
lure, and the preseni Minister for Works
made it a great poinl of adverse erifi-
cism fhat ihat Covermmeat had not ex-
pended all that was provided oo the Tsii-
mates for certain publie huildings.  And
vel we find the present Government have
heen great sinners in thal respect.

The Minister for Works: But von had
ilie money.

Mr. BATH: No, we had noi. Where
it has been a question of trying to wake
it appear ihat the [stimates which the
Minister for Works submitted to Parlia-
ment were correet, all he las done has
heen merely to drop a certain amount of

expenditure from public works.  That
lias heen adopted in  previons Budget
speeches, and is one of the metheds

adopted for trving to sgquare the Fsli-
mates of revenune aurd expendilure. [
am not going to compiain; if we have
not the money we eannot expend it nn
the works, but at leasl we can ask for
a greater degree of aceuracy when ihe
Estimates nre submitted. 1t looks ton
mueh like kite-flying to make things ap-
pear good at the beginning of ile vear:
and when the time arrives that the Treas-
urer’s estimate is not realised the praetice
is merely to knoek off o eertain amounl
from the Public Works Departament (o
balance the Estimales and meel the ve-
duced revenue. Now, the Treasurer was
very brave in bis defiance of any (lovern-
ment which inight have existed as an alter-
native to his—and, T presumne, any Gov-
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ermenl  Tulure to he entrnsted with
the adminiztration—to veplace by direet
tuxation the shortage of revenne returned
hy the Commonwealth to this State.
It seems to me that what should have
heen doue was not to defy any other
Governmeni but really to make a plueky
altempt, perlaps not to balance the whole
amount in one or two years, but at least
to make a hig effort towards doing it
Awd then if the Government found they
were nof being supported in their task,
thex could leave the matter to some other
Government, Bul in this case the de-
flance is issued, although the effori is not
made. | want io refer to an exiract
frome o leding article in a newspaper
which aels as imentor of the present Gov-
ernment.

The P'remter: Do von conivibute 1o ii?

Me. BATH: T do noi econtribmte the
leaders.

Mr. Walker: Is ihal the Daily News?

M BATH: XNo, a more influential

journal; it is the West Australian.

Ay, Heitmann:
Daily News.

Mr. BATH: This is the opinion of
that jonrnal on the Budget whieh is ex-
eiting o mueh disenssion in the old coun-
try. Of course 1 have often found not
only individuals bhut also pewspapers
wlhich are very democratic when it con-
cerns a watter 3,000 or L0000 miles away.
And so far as this editorial is eoncerned,
the remurks which are coniained in it,
and intended to he applied to the finan-
cial situation in the United Kingdom, are
in many respects applieable to the posi-
{ion of Western Ausiralia to-day. And
it seems to me that it it be a worthy
thing, in fact a necessary thing, in the
ald country  to  reek fo institute direet
taxation in order o meet the deficiency
there, there should be no lack of cournge.
no lack of optimism, and of frost in the
people, to institute direel {axation in
Western Australia toe meet the deficiency
Lere. And in spite of the defiance of the
Government [ say that was the only
statesmanlike method by which the finan-
rin} siivation could be adjusted without
passing ohligations and liabilities on te

That is a libel on the
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the future.

people of This edit
siates—

“Bur the Jandholders still enjoy an
immunity which extends to no other
class. They have heen allowed, as so
sound an authority as Jobhn Stuart
Mill deelared, to grow rich in their
sleep.  The iucrease. not in agrieul-
taral bhut in wrban valves has marehed
wiih the rvising prospevity, wealth, and
population of the natinn.  All the pru.
durtive vlements, whether of labour or
eapital. have been taxed in one form
or another for the increase they have
veaped from their toil and their mana-
zerial cave, The rise in land values is
mainly attrihutable neither to  effort
nor thought, hit ro soeial eauses, There
may be unemned inerements in other
forms of wealth. but none so sure, <0
vast, su exactly mensurable, so com-
pletely divoreed from toil or deseri as
in land—that is, especially urban land.
Now, the nation hurdened heneath im-
posts ot indusiry, such as ineome and
avift taxes invariably are. is about (o
decree. 11 would seem, that the wealth
whiclt is enjoved hy them who toil not
ner spin shall hear something like au
eruitable share—which no income tax
upon its annual proeeeds ean give--
of the obligations of the nation in
which the landed e¢lass holds =0 many
of the seals of honour, and wrips tightly
still the prestige, the influence and sway
of political and soeial forees. To plain
men this scaveely sounds like a revo-
lufionary proposal. based as it is on
precedents  inpumernhle  with  which
eolinial  communilies  especially have
heen long Familiar. But it is a revolu-
tion in England, peaceful and sure. for
it iz the lirst slep towards the vemoval
of an incubus npoen the industry and
capital and brains of a nation deseribed
by Bagehot n: ‘constitutionally differ-
ential.’ The result of that wild temper
has been to leave the landlord praecti-
enllv free and to enchain the merchan?,
the manufacturer and labourer.”

These are excellent sentiments. One
could say that they were taken from the
propaganda of the Labour party. And
it emphasiser 1hat whatever may be the
diffienlty. whaiever amount of courage is
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uevessuey on the part of any Government
10 institule suelr a course, 11 s a states-
manlike course. where aun opportnnity iy
presenied, to take means sueh as are therce
suguwested for veplacing any deficiency of
revenue—that is, through direct taxation.
Now, it may be urzed that there is uo
trouble in eollecting revenue throngh the
Customs, that people really de not know
what they pay, That may have been true
of years past, but undoubledly knowledge
is growing among the peuple, and there iz
not that readiness to-day to ohjeet to
divect taxation mud te support indireet
taxation through the (‘ustomns for revenune
purposes, and | am confident that if at
any time in Lhe past four years the issue
had heen plaved in the hands of the peo-
ple as to wheiher they were desirons of
malntaining the policy npon whiell we
had embarked. that of exclusively devot-
ing laan fuds o expendiiure on repro-
duetive works and finding revenue for ex-
penditure on other wirks as well as for
paying our ovdinary administralive ex-
pense, they would have unhesitatingly de-
clared in lavour of sirect taxation. |
am so eonfident that the opinton of the
people wenerally has heen educated up tfo
that extent that ir seems to me that any
toverninent would net he very conrage-
vus in hraving the defiance of the Trea-
surer, and that is by institnting dirveet
taxation in order to ohviate the financial
stringeney and eonsequent depression we
have had in the past thvee or fouyr years.
At any rate | eommend that editorial to
the Treasnrer helieving perhaps he may
have inadvertently overtooked it. There
are Rtates in the (Commonwenlth which
have had to face precisely the same task
ag the present Government have had. lo
meet deficits in revenue, and although per-
haps thexy ecannot elaim to possess the
same rich resources as Western Australia
—at least nnt so varied—they have faced
the position in a ecourageons way.

The Premier: And funded their de-
ficils,

Mr. BATH: The reasen why South
Aupstralia. althenah almost purely an ag-
rienltural Siate, has forged aliead in the
last two o lhree years, is thai its people
were not afraid 1o institnte diveet raxa-
tton when the necessity arose,
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The Premier: Tt was besause of good
harvests.

Mre. BATH: We have had good har-
vesls here. Last vear’s was not tou
good, but in previons yeurs they weve,
and at any rate we claim a higher aver-
age for our crop than South Xustralia,
so surely they are not in a so mneh het-
ter pusilion than we are.

The Premier: The only thing is that
they 2ot a £5,000,000 profit on their
evop last year.

Mr. BATH: They were practically only
an agricullnral and pastoral people. bui
they faced the position and instituled
direct {axation, and raised a much prval-
er amounl than we do in Western MAus-
fralia from Lthat source. Referenee has
been made 1o the faet that other States
have funded their deficits; but [ would
like 1u point ont that from the time
My, Price (ook over the Premiership in
South Australia the surpluses have heen
devoted towards wiping out the defieit
and also tewards a sinking fund for the
extingtion of the debl. Certainly this
was uol sueh an adeguale provision as
we ke in Western Anstialia, bui it
wius a deparfure from the poliey which
the Treasurer suyvs lhey adopted of fund-
ing their deficii. However, they have at
least recoguised in South Australia that
when neeessity arises  direct  iaxation
ghould be introduced: and asx one whe
believes that it is the hesl way of ap-
portioning our taxation or owr burdens
acearding to the eapaeity of the people
to hear them, T maintain it i= a states-
manlike poliey o adept in Wesiern Aus-
tarlia to meet the defieit, and even if
we do not make up the whole amount
lost throngh the wiping ol of the slid-
ing =eale and the relief from (axation
given us in that way, at any rate we will
have made a greater effort rowards it
than we have made so far. We have
heard the member fur West Perth, and
also 1 ihink the member for Murray, ve-
ferving to the great taxation the people
of Western Australia arve called npon
to bear. Comparing the position in
1903-6, when the present (fovernmenl
assnmed office, with the postion in 1908-
9, and taking our local taxation and the
amount raised in taxation by the Com-
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monwealth From Western Australia, that
is from Customa and Excise. withont de-
ductions tur expenses, in 1905-G the am-
onnt was £3 11s, per head of (ke popu-
lation, whereas it 1908-9 1he amount was
only £4 0s. per head of the population,
so thut inslcad of an inevease of fur-
ther taxation we bave had a reduction
of €1 A=, per head of the population.
On  the other hand, apart  trom any
ceanumy  We  may exercise in sope de-
parlinents,  we have had thar watueal
growlth of expenditure in other depart-
ments to which the Treasnver has re-
ferved, sueh departments as Charities,
Police, Edueation, and others (hat for
the moment I eannot think of; and in my
opinion the finaneial administraltion of
the affaira of the State demands that
if we are 10 Lkeep a elean sheel and
avoid difficnlties we should at least main-
rain the taxation per head of the pupu-
Iatiow at the amount it was in 1905-6.

Alr. George: You de not argue from
the pomt of view of the man who has
fo pay.

My, BATH: T avgue from the point of
view of the interests of the people of
the Siate. | know who have 1o pay.
Again, there is one method which has
been adepted by the Governmeni and
io which T have referred on previous oe-
casions when idisenssing (he Budgel, aud
that is the practice we have dropped
into, apparently as a matter of course
hy this fime, of utilising loan funds for
works other than reprofductive.  That is
not necting the sitwation; that is vt
a basiz upon whieh we ean build up a
souidl poliey of financial administration
for the futurve: il is merely a poliey of
pusipaning liabilities and leaving {hem
for other people to meet,

Mr. George: They ret all the asscts
we build up for them.

Mr. BATH: They do not gel assets
in non-reproduciive works, at least thex
do not get interesi-earning assets, and
no one knows hetter than the hon. mem-
hev bow these assels have depreciated.
We leave them the indebtedness intaet,
hul when they come Lo inherit the artiele
they find 1t has very mneh depreciated in
value.
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My, Ceurge: They pet a betrer world
than we have.

Mr. BATH: For some people, but not
a better world for many. There are
many thousunds in this Stare whose con-
ditions ave gradually retiing worse, They
are the people to whom ithe member for
Mount Magnet reterved last nighr, and
it s suflicient for Yuture generations of
those people to bear theie own troubles
and habhilitiez wheu they come cather
than that we should posipone in a cow-
ardly fashion our vbligations and liabili-
ties and leave them to the future. White
we may talk abont the railways, roads,
brdlges, and schools we build for these
people, let ug remember we are deplet-
ing vur ihnher resonrvees and our mining
resourees, and thal in every diveetion
we are really robhing the people of their
Tieritage. To-day we are selling the Jand
which should be their heritage, and when
we talk wbout whal we are doing now
Lor posterity we have to remember what
we deprive posterity of and have 1o set
the one account againsi the other.  In
connevlion with the utilisation of loan
funds, will the member for Mwrray, or
any uther wember. tell me that it is a
zonnd policy to use loan funds for the
1rpose of paving for sarveys?

The Premier: Yes.

My, BATH: { thiok it is a most disas-
irous poliex, and one thal e¢annot be sup-
ported by any sound argnment, espeei-
ally when we remember that we are reaily
disposing of our eapital—because, after
all onr lands are onr ecapital—and nsing
the proceeds as reveuue. We are selling
the lands and Lhe procceds we derive
from the sale we are paving into revenne,
while the expenses of surveying to wnke
these lands available we pay out of loan
fund. leavine tufure renerations to meet
them,

The Premier: The expenses will he re-
paid into loan funds.

Mr. BATH: What will he repaid to
loam funds?

The Premier: The eost of survexing.

Mr. BATH : The hion. member did not
meniion that in the eonrse of his speech.

The Premier: Cerlainly I did. 1 said
that the cost would be added tu the eap-
ital value and would be refunded o loan.
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Mr. BATIL: That paus a different com-
plexion on the matier, bui does not dis-
puse of the fact that in disposing of our
lands we are veally using onr eapital tor
revenue purposes.  This has been vefer-
red to previonsly. hat the ex-Treasuver
excused it on the grownd that our finan-
cial necessities wade it neeessarv for us
to do this, althowgh perbaps it was not
financially =ound,

Mr. Jacohy: We always have the right
ol taxation,

Mr. BATH: The hon.  nember  has
umade that interjection before, hnt those
who believe in disposing of the land anid
say that we have the right {0 fax it, are
Just the gentlemen who fight tenaciously
against any recognition of that right, and
against {he mtroduction of such taxation.
When it eomes to the question of the
Stale trving to assevt its righl fo secure
the ubecarned inerement we find it is a
very dillienlt task and that there ave a
timher who are very little disposed to
recognise (hat vighr, 1t would be a wuch
sater plan to pay the money for the sale
of the land tto capital aceount, [ would
like o see the proceeds of land sales used
as an endownient for educational pur-
poses, siul then we could give to the com-
ing generation some recompense for the
lnss of the herilage off which we are now
depriving them. In the eourse nf his re-
marks e Treasurer said very little in
regari! to the amount which was raiced by
the land and inecome taxes durving the past
vear. In view of the expense involved
the amonnt raised seems to me o be very
disappointing. I ecannot think that the
mimproved values of the land in Wes-
tern Anstralia are so low as to menn the
realisation by (he ftax of so small an
amount. We were promised by the Mini-
ster for Works thal a rveturn would he
prepared by the Taxation Deparbment
showing the result of the valnation, and
piving us some idea of the total amoeunt
upon which the tax is hased. and then
members would have information as to
the incidence of the tax. This Parlia-
ment heing a new one. a different one
from that whieh instituted the tax and
paszedl the machinery Bill. we should be
entitlad to review (he latter measuve. The
actias taxation  measure 1s incomplete
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without the machivery Bill, and betfore
we are asked {o reinstitute that lax we
shonld be given the chanee to deal also
with the machinery measure. There may
be a disposition on the part of a ma-
jority of the members to alter the inei-
dence of the fax, hut we cannot do that
unless we are permilted fo discuss the
machinery measure.  During last session
1 strongly protested against being asked
to pass the taxalion mensnre witheut this
opportunity heing wiven, Al that time
our atfitude was misinterpreted, as people
said we were opposed to the measuve, T
intend to take the opportunity—T cannot
do it by moving an amendment, as a
privaie member lLas not that right—of
moving the adjourtment of the House, or
of moving a substantive motion in order
o obtaln a pronouncemeni as io the in-
cidence of the land and income Faxation
by a discussion of the machinery mea-
sure. We find that among the eecnomies
effected i= the reducing of the subsidies
to municipalities and roads boards.  The
member for Murray and others are con-
thiually complainipe of the high taxation
imposed hy municipalities; vet at the pre-
sent time we have not only deprived them
of a certain revenue which they have had
hitherio—ihat is the  revenue through
finee anl penaltiex of whiel we now take
a pari—hul we are also depriving ihem of
a portion of the subsidy they received in
previons vears. EFlow arve municipalities
ol To carpy on operalions, earry ont
the dulies emrusted to them. if they lese
this revenne. without an increase of taxa-
tion, The menber for Murray and the
member for Wesi Perth will have to re-
concile the position,  Tf they (hink the
munic¢ipal iaxes are too high they wili
hiave to tackle the Treasurer on Hhis cues-
tion of reduced enbsidics.

The Premier: Or reduce the eost of ad-
ninisiration of many munieipalities,

Mr. BATH: There is no doubt thai
the cost would be reduced by the amal-
gamation of municipalizies but we firs|
have to give them the power. That is a
question we will have to tackle, tefore
the nunicipalities can amalpamatae, and
thus reduce their adminisirative ~ vts, we
shall have to give them power.
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My,
Haw,

Mr, BATH: That power is very ditli-
cult 1o enforee, and so long as it is left
10 the municipalities theve will be diili-.
culties. We will have to do as (hey pro-
pose 1o do in Sydney now, that s Lo pro-
vide for the enlling together of a conven-
(ion representing the eitizeus in the aren
proposed to Le brought under one loeal
woverning hody.  The conveption will
bring up a sehieme.  Let the cilizens, nol
the peltifogying mavors and couneils, de-
cide the question, [ o satisfed thar if
the positien were put before Lhe rate-
pavers of 1he metropolitan  area  they
would declare for amalgamation lo-mor-
row, and thus bring about a great saving
in administration. Tnidl we give themn
that power ile amalgamation eannuot be
brought~abont.  There ¢an be no recon-
ciliation of the argument that the muni-
cipalities and roads hoards should rednee
their taxation if we, ou the other hand,
are going to deprive them of revenne
utiler the Fines amd Penalties Aet, and
also propose a reduetion in teir subsidies.
Then we have the guestion of hospitals.
The Government elaim that (hey are ex-
ereising economy by cutting off the sup-
port hithertu civen to the hospitals. This
s the warst form of ithe eeonomies pro-
posed by the Government. In other res-
pects their aftitude may he eommended.

The Premier: We make Lhe peaple pay
whe ean afford if.

Mre. BATH: T am oppased to the pro-
posal the Governmenl have submitted,
The Treasnrer made a comparisou he-
tween this and ihe ofhier States. but he
must remember that in this State we take
frem the various disiriets inlo the Treas-
ury revemue which in some of the other
States iz left to the local authority, If
we deprive them of support and say to
the local authorities, “You musi under-
take the earc and find pact of the costs
of these establishmenis,” iff we aaddle then
with this responsibilifty. we must leave
then some of the revenue. Tn New South
Wales, under (he Loeal Governiug Aet,
the local hodies are given the proeeeds
from the land tox. If the shires like to
insfitute » tax of one penny in the pound
uwn the anineproved value of the land in

Foulkes: They have the power



714 Ocroser. 180

their arveas. amd undertake the hospital
work. the State say that the district will
not be charged over and above that for
the State land tax. In Western Austra-
lia we give the roads hnards power to in-
stitute taxation on the nnimproved value
of the land, bur over and above thar we
levy the Btale tax. In New South Wales
the local governing hodies veceive the fines
and penalties inflieted in the police courts
bat here the Government take a consider-
able portion of that sum.  Therefore
there is no equalily in the comparison
helween the two States. If we deprive
the hospitals of support we at least must
ive to the loeal hodies the revenne which
at the present time is centralised in Perth
and used for State governing purposecs,
The tax on the totalivator reccipts
amonnts (o a eonsiderable sum on the
Fastern Goldfields, and the Treasury get
it. Tf we impose responsibility in re-
gard to haspitals on the local bodies that
source of revenue should be handed aver
te them. TIf that were done the loral
hodies ‘would have a hetter opportunity
of undertaking the responsibility of
providing the necessary money for the
support of the institutions; but I am of
opinion  that there is no service to the
people whieh it s more desirable that
we should run communallv than the hospi-
tals. If the maltter is gone into earefully
it will be found tbat the work of main-
taining the hospitals ean he done more
economicallv and better hy the State than
if it is left to the local authorities. Tiven
if we do not provide the funds from our
revenue the people have to pay just the
same. They will have fo pay by dona-
tions and eontributions, by sports gather-
ings and the devions methods adopted to
raise money for charitable purposes. and
by passing round the hat. It would be
much more economical if the whole matter
were managed by the State. It would be
false economy for the Government to cut
off the support they have given these in-
stitotions in the past. In addition it
wounld he a bad advertisement for West-
ern Australin. I am pleased to note that
the Government intend to provide in-
ereases and are going to bring the eivil
servants @tp to their minimum classifiea-
iion. The Treasurer in referring to this
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matler nreed a rather pecuiiar avguinent,
for hie said, “It cots both ways, for if we
hate uot heought the lower paid afficers
up fo the minimum, we have not reduced
thege who are getting more (han their
maximum to thetr maximum.” In a pol-
iex of eeonomy it seens to me the firsf
consideration #hould be not to deprive
thuse wha are reeceiving low salaries of
thelr minimum. but rather, if the neces-
silv arises, 1o ask those veceiving more
than their maximum to consent to a re-
duetion o that meximum.  That would
impose the minimum of havdship and that
conrse should be pursned. The Treasurer
and the Minister for Lands have referred
om different oceasions to the great ad-
vantagzes the Savings Bank is to the State.
The deposits in that institution are uiil-
ised not only for the Agricultural Bank
but also for ecarrying out supplementary
works such as the Goldfields Warer
Secheme nr the Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply. The danger of the position is ap-
parenl when one inspects the return is-
sued by the manager of ihe bank. We
have at the present fime in reserve
£374,019 and the total amount of deposits
is vver three million pounds. The reserve
only represents an amount of a little less
than 2s. Gd. in the pound. That appears
to be a very small margin. Of course
it will be pointed oul that even if a panie
arises we always have power under the
Savings Bank Act of requiring that de-
positors shall give three months’ hotice
hefore withdrawing their deposits, but T
do not think, if there were a panie canzed
hy a run on the financial institutions of
the State, and extending to the Govern-
ment Savines Dank, any  Government
could exereise thar power. | believe the
pressure wounld be altogether too strong;
therefure if we are to hedge the bank
around with safeguards against sueh o
pauie, we should have a higher reserve.
I think the time has arrived when the
advantage enjoyed by those living in the
metropolitan, roastal and goldfields areas,
of heing able to use the Savings Bank
with a minimum of restriction, should he
extended to other centres in the State.
We should remove Lhe limitation now im-
posed on the maximum amount which
can he deposited. There should be no
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maximum at all, wod depositors should
be permitted to give any sum they like
into the charge of the bank. If, for io-
stance, the member for Claremont de-
sired to deposit £20,000 in the Saving:
Bank I would let him do it by all means.
It would mean that there would be more
money at onr disposal, and then there
would be no difficulty on the part of the
Minister for Lands lending as much as
£1,500 from the funds of the Agrieul-
turai Bank to agriculturists,

The Premier: What do vou say the
reserve should be then?

Mr. BATH: We might increase the
reserve to, say, 3s. Gd. or 4s. in the pound,
and the interest we would be earning on
the remainder wonld enable us to pay
the inferest to the depositors and stili
have the bank as a paymg institution.

The Premier: You would make the de-
positors pay pretty beavy interest.

Mr. BATH: I do not think it would
be a very heavy amount; we pay 3 per
cent. on Savings Bank deposits at pre-
sent and we lend again at 5 per cent.

The Minister for Works., No, less than
that, 334 and 4 per cent. 1t has just now
heen raised to 4 per cent.

Mr. BATH: The Agrienltural Bank
lends at 5 per cent.

The Minister for Works: Oh, ves, the
Agricultural Bank does.

Mr. BATH: As long as we insist on
taking these two institutions, the Agri-
cultural Bank and the Savings Bank,
separately, so long will we keep the ex-.
penses of administration higher than they
should he. [ cannot see any logical rea-
son why these two institutions should be
maintained separately. {o support two
ollices and two slaffs. You might retain
the present manager of the Savings Bank.
and the manager of the Agrienltural
Bank in their separate depariments, bu:
there would he no reason for keeping
separate staffs.

The Premier: One bank is receiving
and the other s paying out and valuing.

Mr, Butcher: Ivery other hanking in-
stitution is in the same position.

Mr. BATIT: Tn South Australia ihere
i= a State Bank which earries on all these
uperations.  Fven i a small saving could
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be effected by the amalgamation it should
certainly be made, and the operations ex-
tended. and greater inducements held ont
to utilise them. More money wonld then
be placed at the disposal of the Minister
for Works or the Minister for lands.
Ou the admission of the Minister
for Lands himself, who has had experi-
enee in conneetion with private banking.
the Agricultural Bank has been leading
the way to private enterprise and has
led where private enterprise are now fol-
lowing. It seems to me that the oppor-
tunities we are giving to the people in
the metrapolitan area, and to some of the
country disiriets, should be extended to
many ofher centres throughout Western
Australia. T have no further remarks to
make with regard to the Budget. There
are other details, especially with regard
to the Railway Department, to which 1
wounld wish to call attention, but T intend
to reserve my remarks unlil the Railway
Estimates are under diseussion. I think.
however, it would be as well to call atteu-
tion here o the action of the Governmem
in doing away with the provisions for re-
placing obsoleie stoek. That is another
instance where we are merely postponing
liabilities. The present Government are
enjoying the advantage of a provision
which has heen made in previous years,
and in their turn they should make a
similar provision for those who ave te
follow ihem. We find this question re-
ferred to in most emphatic terms in the
repurt of the Commissioner of Railways.
whi points oni that he hns availahle
£234180 for this purpose.

Me, George: EHow can they use it?

Mr. BATH: In building additional
carriages, wagons, eteetera, | The ques-
tion is an important one. It seems in
me thal it is not economy not to adep
the veeommendations of the Commis-
sioner. [t is a false step and one thal,
T think, should be retraced. The same
thing applies to the permanent way.
The Commissioner points out that the
sleepers and rails do not last for ever,
ihey have fo be veplaced. He says thal
heiween 1896 and 1889, 779 miles of main
line were opeued, including the Grea:
Ronthern tailway. and that the vails and
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sleepars of these lines wili have to he re-
placed. Unless we make provision in the
form of a regular contribution each year
we will have to resort to loan funds, and
in this way, perhaps, double the loan in-
debtedness, and then we will only have
the assets representing half. I hope the
member for Murray will add his views
in this direction; and urge that the pre-
sent policy should be retraced, and Lhat
we should continue to make this provi-
sion for replacing obsolete stock.

Mr. George: If you do not expect to
make a profit out of the railways yon
ean do it.

The Minister for Works: We have
spent a good deal of money out of rev-
enue on the railways.

Mr. BATH: That is a good work, and
I would like to see it continued. This
seems to me fo be -a businesslike provi-
sion, and if we have not the revenue we
must devise ways of raising it so as to
carry on the administration on sound
lines. A business man would look arouna
for income. He would not let things
drift when faced with trouble, and that
is the policy that should be adopted hy
the Treasurer, who talks about private
enterprise, but adopts an entirely differ-
ent eourse with regard to carrying on the
undertakings of this State. A husiness
man would seon go bung if he attempted
to carry on his undertaking on such lines.
I have nothing further to add. Hon.
members on this side ean re-echo the
statements [ have made, and empbhatically
endorse my remarks as to the resources
of Western Australin. We have the
wealth here, and what is of more import,
we have the people, the class of peoplc
who can develop those resources, and
they, after all, are the wealth of any
community. There are places in the
world to-day with the most fertile soil,
with the greatest wealth of nativnal pre-
duets, but uniess they have stamina in
their population they get very ‘ittle good
out of it. On the other hand take coun-
tries where the natural surroundings
are poor, ecountries like Scotland and
Switzerland, and it will be frund
that in these plaeces the stamira of
the people, their enerey and  eap-
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aeity really  constifute rthe  weallh,
Here in Western Australia, with the re-
sources that we have, if we only have
confidence in the people and appeal to
them in our difficulties and ask them ro
asive us the necessary financial assistance
to carry on the administraton of the
State without resorting to such subler-
fuges as the postponement of our obliga-
tions, then we can make Western Ans-
tralia a great cauetry. We have every-
thing here; we Lave resources, we have
population, and all we want is a Govern-
ment with eonfidence in the resourves and
the people and {he Stale will advance,
and then the B{ate will he what hon
memhers hope i will he, a prosperous
and lappy one. -

((General dehate congluded; Votes and
Ttems discussed as follows).

Vote—IIis Fureellency the
£2,209-—ngreed to.

Vote—Executive Councill, £25—agreed
to.

Vote—Legisletive Couneil, £1,844:

My, TROY: For a considernble time
past 2 promise had been made that a
measure would he brought in to liberalise
the franchise of this Clhamber. Would
the Government explain whal their in-
tentions were with regard to this matter?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could not discuss that auestion on this
item. )

Mr. TROY moved—

That the vote be struck out.
There was no other opportunity of dis-
cussing the particular matter that he had
referved to——

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could not move Lhat the vote be struck
ont, and the wmatter that he desired to
refer to should have been discussed earl-
ter un the peneral debate.

AMr. TROY moved—

That the vote be reduced by £841,

The Minister for Works: Why?

Mr. TROY: Beeause the vote could be
expended to better advantage. The Gov-
ernment had promised on many oceasions
te bring in a Bill for the rednction of the
franchise of the Legislative Couneil——

(fovernor,
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
ecould not noft diseuss that question; it
in no way affected the vote. The gues-
tion befure the Commitiee affected the
provision of supplies for the purpose of
earrying on the husiness of the Legisla-
tive Couneil and no franchise question
could be diseussed.

Mr. BATH: Could a member not dis-
cuss the question as to whether the Legis-
lative Council was required or not?

The CHAIRMAN: When the necessity
argse a rullng would be given on that
puint.

Mr. TROY: It was only reasonable to
agk to be allowed to protest against the
existence of the Legislative Counecil.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member
was out of order. That question couald
not be dealt with on the Estimates. Cer-
tain expendilure was provided by ihe
Constitution Acl, and it was impossible
to allow a discussion on the propriety of
that expeunditure on this vote.

Mr. BATH: Perhaps it would sim-
plify matters if the Chairman would stote
what ¢ould be diseussed on this vole.

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. members
counld disenss the expenditure provided in
the different items.

Mr. HEITMANN: Sone of the officers
of the Legislative Couneil were being
overpaid. For instance, fhe Clerk  was
receiving the same salary as the Clerk
of the Assembly, although there was no
comparison in the respective duties to
he performed.

Mr. JACOBY:  Sowme opportunily
should be given the Legislative Council
of itself reducing the cosl of its estab-
lishment. In South Australia the Dresi-
dent of the Counecil fulfilled the duties
of Chairman of Committees, and, wo
doubt, this system could be adopted in our
Ledslative Couneil. As for the salaries
of the respective officers, these were fixed
hy the Constitution Act. With a general
atlempt being made thronghout publie
life to cut down expendilure, if the ut-
tention of the Legislative Conncil ware
valled to the fact that economies could be
effected in that House, no doubt the memnm-
bers of the Counell would see the wisdom
of adopting such a eourse.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: Tt required a good
deal of faith in  haman  wnatne  to
anticipate anything of the sort. As for
the proposal that the Fresident shonld
carry out the duties of the Chairman of
Committees, it was seareely likely that
the Chairman of Commitlees would he
agreeable tu committing hari kari; coo-
sequently. in the Chairman of Commit-
tees would probably be found a formid-
able opponent to the suggestion. He (the
Treasurer) was sorry that under the ruies
of the House he was not able to aceede
to the wishes of the member for Mi. Mag-
net. and give some information in regavd
tv Legislative Couneil reform. He could
only say that the Govermment intended to
earry out the promise made in this re-
gard.

Mr. HEITMANN: The legislalive
Council had adjourned for Lhree weeks,
and “his Lordship” the Usher of the Black
Rod had gone away to Rottnest for that
period. While that officer was at Rnit-
nest the taxpayer would siill eontinue 1o
pay him £6 per week. It was high time
that some of this frill was cat off from
the Couneil.

Mr, CGeorge: You are forgetting ihe
dignity.

Mr. HETTMANN: It was not dignity
the State required to pay for, hut work.
There was no necessily for an oflieer of
this kiud in the Couneil at all.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Ushier of the Black Rod did a great deal
of work oulside the position lie held in
the Couneil. He was alse Clerk of (e
Exeeulive Counell, in counection  with
which he had a fair amounl of work lo
do.

Mr. Scaddan: How did Le get on the
civil list?

Alr. Heiltmann:
say, “Haw”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
was seareely lhe reason. The Commitiee
could rest assured that the officer was
highly eapable, and had a fund of legal
knowledge which at fimes was very op-
portune.

Alr. Coltier: A fund of legal know-
ledge for £5 a week?

Simply because he cun
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
wa< ro: and it would not have been sur-
prising if hon. members had attempted to
bring pressure to bear wpon the Govern-
ment to pay this officer a higher remuner-
ation. As for the Clerk of the Couneil,
it was lrue that he had not anything like
the amount of work to do as was to be
found in the Assembly. At the same time
he had to be at his post, and it was a
familiar argument that if a man had to
be in aitendance he ought to be paid.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
[J.Iﬂ.]

The CHATRMAN: The diseussion on
this question was covered by Section 35
of the Constitution Aect of 1889 which
provided. “That the salary of the Presi-
dent of the Legislative Council should he
at least equal to the salary of the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly, and that the
salaries and allowances of the various offi-
cers of the Legislative Couneil should be
the same as those of the corresponding
officers of the Legislative Assembly.”
However, the only officer of the Legis-
lative Council, apart from the Chairman,
provided for on this vote was the Clerk of
Council. There was no provision for the
Usher of the Black Rod; and that officer
was therefore not within the scope of the
diseussion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
these eircumsiances we could not redunee
the vote unless we were prepared to re-
duce the corresponding salaries of the offi-
cers of the Legislative Assembly, and ap-
pavenily from their remarks hon. men-
bers opposite were not prepared to deo
that.

Mr. Heitwann: Certainly nol.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: By
law we were vequived io pay the oHficers
in another place at the =ame rate of
salary as was paid to the officers of the
Legislative .Assembly.

Mr. Underwood: We
Librarian’s salary.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
were nul discussing whether the oflicers of
the Assembly were getling too mueh or
{oo little. The memher for Cue did nol
wish to reduce cur own officers: in faet

could raise the
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that hon. member said that the officer of
the Assembly was worth £1,000 a year os
eompared with the corresponding officer
of the Legislative Couneil.

Mr, Heitmann: Wonld you like to rve-
duce the salaries paid in the Legislative
Council?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS. XNu.
Parliament demanded the whole of the
officers’ time and must therefore give ilic
officers rensonable salaries though per-
haps they did not do the same quantity ol
work as was imposed un the officers of
the Legislative Assembly.

My. HEITMANN: Tt was apparent
that the Minister would be inclined fo re-
duces the salaries paid in the Legislative
Connell if they had power to do so, and
it would he simple to do it by redueing the
salaries in both Houses, and then adding
other paid positions to the officers of the
Legislative Assembly. We eould, for iu-
stanee, inerease the salary of the Libra-
rian.

Mr. COLLIER: The matter could he
easily arranged iu that way. If we re-
duced the salaries of the Clerks of both
Honses by £100 each, we conld add £100
to the salary of the Librarian. There was
not ihe same amount of work for the Clerk
of the Legislative Cowuneil, and when re-
tenchment wns taking place in every di-
rection surely it could be brought out iu
the Legislative Couneil where there was
littte to do. At any rate the position of
Clerk of the Legislative Council would be
adequately paid at £350.

Mr. SCADDAN: While there was no
mention under this vote of the Usher of
the Black Rod, we all knew there was an
Usher of the Black Rod, and the salary
for that officer was provided on the Civil
Tasl at £350 a year,

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
eannot diseuss an item not on the vote.

Mr, SCADDAN: 1t would be interest-
inyg to see the file to ree how this nfficer
wot on the Civil List.

The CHAIRMAYX: The hon.
must not diseuss that.

Mr, SCADDAXN : At any rate this olti-
rer received €350, while the correspond-
ingr officer in the Legislative Council was
paid only £300.

member
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Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Legislative .1ssembly, £3,137:

Item, Clerk of Assembly, £450:

Mr. COLLIER: To earry out the in-
tention already indicaied was it possible
to move to increase the item “Librarian™?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could not move to increase any item mm-
less he had a Message from His Fxcel-
leney the Governor.

Mr. COLLIER: In the cireumslances
there was uo inclination to move to rednce
the salary of the Clerk. '

Item, Sergeant-at-Arms, £150:

Mr. OEITMANN: The time had ar-
rived ‘when members should consider the
position. There was no (desire to dizcuss
the position of any officer of the House
from a personal standpoint. The present
officer filled the position to a niretv. hut
the time had arrived for us to do away
with a good deal of the ecommaodity re-
ferred to previously as dignity and frill
The other evening the Deputy Speaker
entered the Chamber without wig and
zown, but none took exception to it.

The CHATRMAN : That has nothing to
do with the item under disenssion.

Mr. HEITMANN: Tor every pannd
spent there shonld be a pound’s warth of
labour, bul that was not obtained in con-
nection with the pesition. In Senth Aus-
tralia there was no sergeant-at-arms. iven
if the country were in a good financial
position he would objeet to such a waste
of money., While there were men hegeing
to he allowed to work, eivil servants ery-
ing out for a living wage, railway and
police officers, and men on the clerieal and
professional staffs paid under their pro-
per wages, while the rafions of prisoners
were heing eut down, money should not
he spent in such a way as this. If had also
been decided to decrease the cost of the
sanniorium for consmnptives at  Cool-
rardie.

The CHATRMAN: The memher must
not diseuss (hat question on this item. He
could sllude to it. hut not express an
apinion with regard to it. Such matters
could be dealt wiih an other Votes.

Mr. HEITMAXNN: The position under
discussion was unnecessary. and if it were
done away with no injury would be done

[ASSEMBLY.]

the efficial as he was in o publie depart-

ment in Perth where e received £180 a

yvear. The officer was a professional man, -

and could earn a fair salary in his de-

pariment, He moved an amendment—
That the item be struck out.

Mr. UCNDERWOOQOI}: There had heen
a wave ol economy passing over the
State and it had been said that Parlia-
ment itself should econvimise. The first
ceonomy should be made in the least use-
ful office, and the least nseful office in
conneetion with Pavliamernt was that of
sergeani-at-arms.  Members  would un-
dersland that he referved mervely to
the office. The financial stringeney had
heerr so great that only reeently it was
found advisable Lo abolish the Parlia-
mentary tvpist who did members’ work
and other duties in conneetion with select
commitiees and geveral work of the
House. 1f we conld not afford a typist
we eould not afford a sergeant-at-arms.
Members who voted agninst the typist
should, te be eonsistent, vote against the
retention of the sergeani-at-arms. The
offiee was useless, and of no advanlace
whalever to the Siate.

Mr. JACOBY: If the office were abol-
ished, and the Mines Departmenl were
able more fully to ulilise the serviee of
the present holder of the office, would
that officer reeceive an advance in his re-
muneration equal to that he now received
when helding both positions?

The Minister for Works: He wounld ba
bound to lose.

Mre. JACOBY: At present the officer
only spent a portion of his time in the
Mines Department, but if he speni all
his time theve, could not the salary be
inereased to the tolal sum he received
now? As to the oflice itself, the time
had arrived for it to be abolished, Un-
less we pot onr own house in order we
enuld not be considered sincere when we
went to the country and advoeated econ-
omy. FHe would regret if the abolition
of the office acled to the detriment of the
officer who for so many years had held
the position of sergeant-at-arms. If it
were abolished it was to be hoped his
services would be uiilised in the Mines
Department at a remuneration equal 10
that he now received.
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Mr. W. PRICE: No great gervice was

performed for the country by the gentle-
man who marched into the Chamber at
the head of the Speaker. .

The Minisier for Works: Wait till you
have to be turned out some night.

Mr. W. PRICE: If the officer were to
be puid as a sort of glorified “chucker-
out’' the sooner we got a man to do the
work in a rough and ready style the
better. There was no neeessity for the
particular fllimery now attached to the
position. It did uot impress him with
great dignity to see a person dressed in
a style which obtained many years ago
sitting in a particular ehair in the As-
sembly or earrying in a mace and pat-
tiog it at the head of the Table. What
effect had that on the deliberations of
the Assembly. No benefit was derived
from the expenditure of £150 a year.
He did not know the gentleman who
filled the posilion, so no personal feeling
could he alleved against him: he was
referring divectly to the office. The Gov-
ernment said they conld not find funds
for the sick and suffering in the State.
We were putting up with empty Aap-
doodle while the people of the eountry
conld nol get inte the hospitals. The
sum of £150 a year was paid to a man
to walk into the Chamber and say
‘“Honvurable members, the Speaker.”’
That was ridieulous. If one real ad-
vautage brought about by the retention
of the pnsition conld be shown to him he
would vote for the item. There were
many ways in which this money could
be spent to the benefit and advancement
of the people. The show attached to
the position impressed no one inside the
Chamber. He intended 1o vote for the
striking ont of the item.

Mr. JOHNSON: While vear after vear
the item was mentioned by members, it
was uzually reerived with a great nmount
of frivolity. We should, however, seri-
onsiy consider {he question. Ervery mem-
ber would admif that it was nef a neees-
sary office. There were already %enough
officers in the Chamber to carry out the
duties the sergeant-at-arms was ealled
upon {o do. We must economise. The
Government bhad said they could not tend
to the sick and suffering of the State.
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The Minister for Works: We never
said that.

Mr. JOHNSON: Actions spoke louder
ihan words, and the actions of the Gov-
eroment demonstrated that they eould
not maintain the hospitals in the baek
paits of the State.

The Honorary Minister: No State in
Australia treats the hospitals so gener-
ously,

Me. JOHNSON: It did not matter
what they did in the other States. Tt
we conld nolt do better than Vietoria
and other places did for their people, il
was time Western Australia shut ap alto-
welher,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon.
must adhere to the question.

Mr. JOHNSON: One was led away
hy silly interjections, which made it diffi-
cult to adhere to the guestion. The Gov-
ernment  still  maintained that greater
economy was necessary, and lhere was a
position whieh eould be dispensed with.
Hon. members should not deal with the
question with hilarity, bumt realise it se-
rionsly, and regard the position as a
lnxury and a thing of the past.

The PREMIER: Hon. members, es-
pecially on the oppasite side of the House.
had drawn attention to the fact on more
than one oceasion that it was necessary
ag far as possible to upbold many of the
traditions that had descended to us from
time immemorial: no doubt the sergeant-
at-arms wonld come within that category.
Whether he wore silk stockings or a silk
snit, or appeared as a police constable
was qnite immaterial. We might as well
eriticise the fact that the messengers wore
uniferms, or that the Speaker and Clerks
wore wigs, It was just a question of the
practice in vogne, and before any drastic
action was taken it was well that members
shonld give the matier serions considera-
tion. The gentleman who filled the posi-
tion of sergeant-at-arms was not refereed
to personally. When absent from rhe
(Chamher recently members recognised
what an excellent officer he made. His
commanding fone, the military manner in
which he shouldered the mace when he
brought it in should he suffcient to en-
courage members to vote for the retention
of the amount. A sugoeslion had heen

member
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made thai the vote might possiby be pro-
vided by the Mines Department where
the sergeant-at-arms, in his ecapacity as
draftsinan, received £180 a year.

Mr. Bath: What would he get if his
time were fully occupied?

The PREMIER : No doubt the ollicer’s
time was fully oceupied in the Mines De-
partment, beeause lhe House did not meet
until 4.20. Tn any ease the salary there
was a small one, and if the item was re-
duced it wonld, no doubt, make a differ-
ence in the income of the officer. A sng-
gestion lad been made that economies
might be effected in eonnection with the
opening of Parliament. Reference was
made to the faet that it was unnecessary
fo go to the expense of providing a guavd
of honour, and turning ont a battery of
artillery in order to fire a few guns to
intimate to the world that the session was
heing opened. Possibly a reduction could
be made in that direction, but the ques-
tion, again, was whether it was desirable.
Before coming to a decision in the direc-
lion ol abolishing, what might he lermed
an institution of the House, hon, members
should give eaveful considerafion to what
ihey were doing.

Mr. TROY : One had te look at the mat-
ter from the standpoint whether such an
office was required. The Minister for
Works. who considered it would be a ter-
rible thing to aholish the office, was eling-
ing to the old things of the pasi. but ihe
Committee, afier all, had not to consider
the question of eclinging to traditions,
they had to consider what was best for
the time being. .\s far as the dignity of
the oflice was concerued, the ouly dignity
that exisled was that which the ocenpant
of the office itself gave to if. There was
nothing added to the position of Speaker
by being heralded by a sergeant-at-arms,
or by any ornament that might be worn.
What. afier all. was most desired was
simplieity aud efficiency. The work could
he as efficiently ecarried out without that
particular officer as with his assistance,
The amendment would reeeive his sup-
port.

The HONORARY MINISTER. Some
nf the formis and eeremonies of
Parliament might be conciderably sim-

-
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plified with advantage. No one eould ac-
cuse him of unnevessarily desiring to ex-
pend money. With regurd to the officer,
who was filliug the position in question,
some members would recollect that he was
pressed into taking (his position, and Lhat
fact should, to some extent, establish hiz
claims to the post. There was no one in
the Chamber who would desire that any-
thing shoud be done in the way of injur-
ing him; the question was one that should
not he determined too hurriedly. But the.
aquestion of abolishing the office was one
that might be determined later on. Noth-
ing should be done hurriedly, but, perhaps
before the next Estimates were framed,
the advisableness of eifecting on allera-
tion night receive consideration,

Mr, WALKER: I there was to be a
vota taken he would vole for retaining
the salary, and that aetion would bhe
on the grounds of fair play. Were mem-
hers going to sack a man in this swmary
way without giving him time to prepare
for another place?

Mr. Scaddan: They sacked the typist
the other day. and a great injustice was
done.

Mr. WALKER: That fypist was of use
to all, but beeanse we were deprived of
that little assistance in our lahours why
shonld we “sack” the sergeant-at-arms?
He would rather have the conditions differ-
ent from the ordinary humdrum cireum-
stances of every day debate, in order that
hon. members might have some induce-
ment, if only by artificial surroundings,
to devote their hest efforts to the services
they were here to perform. If hon. mem-
bers were guing in for abolishing what
they could do without, why uvot give up
the Chamber and hold their meeting
in the open air? There was a thousand
elements of luxury about the buildings
which eould be done without, Becanse he
was a reminiscence of the history of Par-
liament. the sergeant-at-arms was al-
tacked ;,even his siltk stockings were taken
in pieces. That official conld not help
having to wear those garments; they were
imposed upon him by enstom. He (Br.
Walker) preferred to see the messengers
going ahout the Chamber in  uniform.
These were little coremonies showing that
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bun, members had some respect for each
other, and for the work they were doing.
These little ceremonies showed a tendency
to refinement—surely a good thing, even
in Parliament. It was a mistake to ima-
gine that all the sergeant-at-arms had Lo
do was to anhounce the Speaker; this was
the least of his duties. He was here to,
if necessary, serve the writs of the Assem-
bly., He (Mr. Walker) remembered that
on one oceasion in the New South Wales
Assembly, at three o'clock in the morn-
ing, the sergeant-at-arms had lhad io run
onf. pearly a dozen of the members, one
after the other, he (Mr. Walker) being
one of the ejected. He remembered thal
on heing run out he found his triend,
Mr. (¥Sullivan, in deshabille in one of
the ante-rooms, On hearing what was
happening, Mr. O’Sullivan rushed into
the Chamber before he had time to pro-
perly garly himself and allempted to ad-
dress Mr. Speaker; but ere he had got be-
yond the opening formality, he iu tum
was run out hy the sergeant-at-arms.
There was an amount of elerical work
which the sergeant-at-arins had to per-
form, and it was not always light work.
A pilot might he kept waiting for months
for a ship to eome along, and it he oniy
saved one ship from wreck in lhe course
of a lifetime his salary was earned; so it
might be said of the sergeant-at-arws
that it enly al long inlervals he was ealled
upon For disagreeable but highly import-
ant doty, bis post was Fally  justified.
Under these eircumsiances it would he
wrong to delete thal oificial’s salary. If
hon. members wished to wake reforms he
(Mr. Walker} would be delighied to ren-
der assislance. hut let it he in a proper
mauner,

Mr, Heitmann: Is this too hasiz? [t is
three years sinece ithe molion was frst
wovel,

Mr. WALKER: Whal lias been done in
the meantime? Had any indieation been
wiven of what hon. members desired,

Mr. Heitmann: The vrizinal metion
was in itself an indieation of what hon.
tnembers wanled,

Mr. WALKER: A child mizht want
the moon, but how was he to get ‘t'!lg lad-

der t?—"ﬁe‘gﬁll ik K A
Mi. Heitmann: Get you to_talk.for it.

(37)
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Mr, WALKER: Never would he be
mntty of tatking such twaddle as did the
lwn. member.

Mr, Juhnson: You are getling preity
close to 1t now,

My, WALKER: At all eveuts, ie was
not going in win a cheap popularvity by
altacking an officer of the Ilouse who
was nol able to defend himself.

Mr, Tavler: The officer is not being
attacked,

Vv, WALKER: Undoubtedly he was.
To take away a man’s salary was about
as fureible a form of attack as could be
imapined. An ionnovation of this kind
should not be made at sueh short notice.
Thuse who had attacked the office and
the oliicer had not taken all the circum-
stances into eonsideration, nor eould they
he aware of all the duties that officer
hat 1o perform.

Mr., TEITMANN : The officer had not
heen attaecked, and the lon. member for
Kanowua 1in saying that he had was
merely illustrating Lthe twaddle hon.
members might expeet from the member
for Kanowna, That hon. member had
spoken of twaddle as eeming from others, .
bul it was well known to all hon, mem-
bers thal many hours of the time of the
House had heen taken up in listening {o
the vapouring twaddle of the member
for Kanowna.

The CHLATRMANY: The hon. member
nnst diseuss the argument of the mem-
her for Kanowuna, and not the hon, mem-
bor himself, '

Mr. HEITMANN: There was no in-
tention to attack the eflicer concerned.
He (Mr. Heitman) was of opinion thai
the oflice was nnnecessary, and because
of that he had wmoved that the item be
struck ont.

Mr. TROY: It was wrong to arpue
that heeause (he vote was attavked the
officer most coneerned was also atiacked.
It that were so no jtem in the Esti-
mates carld be attacked without an ai-
tack beinr made npou =omne individual.
The same¢ charge eonld he laid at the
dome of every member of the House.
The argument for the abolitiem vefivthood
oflice: had been- lemi giehit “of byt 1ndk
fowh.speakers.  Membors did-mod ash for =
the aholition: of tha.officetoub.of ansfbekr
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ing of revenge because the positwn of
Iypist had been abolished. The point
to be decided was whether there was
vital necessiiy for retaining the position
of sergeant-at-arms. Did the presence
of the sergeant-at-arms add or detract
from the discussion of matters in the
Chamber? Clearly not. 8¢ the posi-
lion could be abolished without any in-
convenicace, and the Government if they
s0 desired could make arrangements to
{ransfer the officer to some post in the
civil service. A member of the police
foree could do the work should occasiun
avise for any member to be removed
from the Chamber, or to serve writs.
From a practical standpoint there was
wo vital necessity for the retemtion of
this old established enstom. No doubt
the sum that wounld he saved was paltry,
but it was neeessary to make small econ-
omies, and if from some false sentiment
we did not make a stave in Lhis diree-
tion we would do nothing,

Mr. SCADDAN: The amendment
could be withdrawn, and anoliwr amend-
mant submiited Lo reduce lhe vole by
&1, and ihis, il eavried, would be an in-
siruetion that the ilem shonld not ap-
pear on the next Estimates. This officer
had been 17 vewrs in the position of
sorgeant-at-nrms. and il would he a hard-
ship to deprive him of hix post without
some  notiee. The Government would
prebably trausfer him fo a position in
the public service at a salary equal to
the joint salarv he now lield as geclog-
ical draftsman and sorgeaut-at-arms,

My, W, PRICE: Those who supported
the abolition of the office must resent the
impuatation that they were seeking cheap
popularity, or had personal feeling in
the matter. The line of argument used
by the member for Kanowna was ridicu-
lous in the extreme. The position of
sergean(-al-nms  was unneeessary, and
could well he abolished. The poliey of
ziving 12 months’ notice was not pur-
sued 1n rvegard to men who filled menial
pusitions. There were many railway ser-
vants who after 20 years’ service had
heen dismissed without notice.

Mr, Seaddan: Two wrongs do nat make
a right, Reduce the vote by a pound,
and that would be an instruetivn.
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Mr. W. PRICE: That suggestion could
be adopted.

Mr. FOULKES : The officer carried
out the dulies attached to the office as
well as he possibly could. During all-
uight sittings the sergeaut-at-arms and
the clerks were practically the only offi-
cers of the llouse in attendance. The
ufficer had vecupied a position in the old
Legislative Couneil before responsible
Government, his serviees dating back to
23 years ago, and no doubt his carver
in the Mines Department had been con-
siderably retarded by the fact of his
holding the position of sergeant-at-arms.
lturther, no. doubl the officer when he
accepted the position did so fully believ-
ing  that it would nut be taken away
from him, Members in considering this
peint must realise that if we abolished
the positiun of sergeant-at-mrms, it
wouild be necessary that somebody should
be engaged (o be in abtendance during
all-night sittings, and that the Govern-
ment weuld need lv find a econsiderable
sum  for compensation to ile olticer
whose position was abolished. The sin-
cerity of members who wished to sec
ceonomies in the 1Tonse would be tested
by him (Mr. Foulkes} in olher diree-
tions.  Last year he had made the sug-
westion that the dining rowm, bar, and
hitliard room should be closed during
recess,

The CHAIRMAN: The member can-
net disenss that now.

Mr. FOULKES: There were many
ways in whieh a very much greater sav-
ing could be effecied than that sugzested
by the striking out of the item.

Amendment pui, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. oo 14
Noes . . .. 28
Majority against R
AYES,
Mr. Colller Mr. W. Price
Mr, Gourley Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Hardwick Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Ware
Mr. Holman Mr. A. A. Wllson
AMr. Jacoby Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnson {Tetler).

Mr. O’Loghlen
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MNoss.
Mr. Bath Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bolton ! Mr. Mitchel}
Mr. Brown Mr. Monger
Air. Butcher | Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Cowcher Mr. 8. F. Moore
vr. Davles . Mr. Dsborn
Mr. Draper y Mr, J. Price
LT George ’ ! Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Foulkes l Mr. Swen
Mr. Gordon Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gregory Mr. Walker
Mr. Hayward i Mr. F. Wilsco
Mr. Horan Mr. Layman
Mr. Keenan | (Teller).
Mr. Male :

Amendment thus negafived.

Mr. SCADDAN: One eould easily he
misunderstood in conneetion with a divi-
sion sueh as that just taken. To his mind
the position of sergeanl-at-arms was un-
necessary, but at the same time it would
not be fair to the officer that he should be
dispensed with forthwilth. Notiee should
he wiven that members desired the office
1o be dispeused with in the future. South
Australia had no sergeant-at-arme. He
intended to move an amendment to the
item in order to give members an oppor-
tunity to vote on the question as to whe-
ther or not the position of sergeant-af-
arms should be refained. He moved an
amendment—

That the item he reduced by L.

The CHAIRMAN: Tt was not com-
petent for him to accept any amendment
to reduce an ilem by a nominal amount.
There was some diffieulty as to what was
a nominal amount, but he was prepared
to acecept an amendment for the redune-
tion of the amount by £10. To his mind
a reduction of £5 would he purely nomi-
nal.

Mr. SCADDAN: TIn the eircumstances
then he would alter his amendment fo
read-—

That the item be reduced by £10.

Mr. BOLTON: If the amendment were
earried, would it mean that the officer
would be £10 oui of pocket? While the
(overnment would be right. if the amend-
ment were carried, tv keep this item ofi
the Estimates in fuiure, it would not be
fair to make the officer lose the €10,
Would the Treasurer =ay that the rum
wonld not be taken off the olificer’s salary?
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The CHAIRMAN : Previously he had
riled that he would take a motion
to rednce the total vote by £1,
but that any reduction of an item must be
ot a substantial smount. While he did
not want (o inferfere wih the fullest
Tiherty «n the parl of members to move
in any dircetion. he eounld not aceept a
nrominal redurtioin of this item.

Mr, WATLKFER : The only abject in sub-
mitting the amemlment was to gain an
expression of opinion from members as
(n whether they wanted o do away with
ihe affice of sergeant-at-arms. Surely that
opinion eould he expressed by noving a

veduclion of the ifem without it heing

necessary, il sueh were earried, to enr-
tail e officer’s salary by that amount.

The CHAIRMAN: An amendment
eould he made on the total vote, but not
on the item unless it was for a snhstantial
amount,  Way, dealing with this quesfion,
said—

“The reductinn of a grant or item
must be of a substantial and not of o
trifling amount: nor may a series of
motions be made upon the same grant.
raising substantially the saine issue.”

Mr. SCADDAN: In the cirenmstances,
therefore, ke would ask leave to withdraw
the nendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

{tem, Messengers, £423:

Mr. SCADDAN: The member for
Claremant was inaceurate in his stale-
ment as to the {ime spent by messengers
in the Chamber. Since 1904 he had al-
tended every all-night sitting, and had al-
ways been ahle to get the services of a
messenger, even al 5 o’clock in the moru-
g, So far as the permanent staff were
econcerned, their hours were from 9 a.m.
to 430 p.m. during recess, and from 9
a.m, until the House rose while Parlia-
ment was sitting. Some of the sessional
messengzers wot away ecarlier in the even-
inz. As to the item. the salary ot the as-
sisiant messenger was set down at £125
whereas it should be £150. There had evi-
dently been an oversight on the parl
either of the Speaker or the Government,
The same remark applied to the salary of
the messenger who was down for £60 3
vear: he shonld he getting €73 a vear. In
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the disenssion last year on the item, it
was recognised that the salary should fol-
low the office rather than the officer. and
that the messengers should be classified
according to the positions they held,

The PREMIER: There had evidently
been au omission. A promise was made
|ast vear that the additional £25 would he
raid and, the necessary arrangemenis
would new he made so that the messénger
would not suffer.

Mr. Seaddan: Daes the Treasurer re-
fer tn hoth messengers?

The PREMYER : The only recommenda-
tion that was made was with reference to
the second item, that of £125.

Mr. SCADDAN: Tn 1907 the same mai-
ter cropped up, and it was pointed ont
that each officer was unot receiving the
salary that the position earried. A pro-
mize was then made that the question
would be considered, Last year it was un-
derstood that both messengers would re-
ceive their full salaries. What had the
Government done abowd  the messzenger
who, aceording to the Esfimates, was ve
ceiving £60 a year?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: There
appeared to have been no promise made
witl regard to the junior messenger. A
promise was made last yvear that increases
would be given to the twu senior messen-
ers, and fo the hall porter, The chief
messenger was to receive £200, the second
messenger £125, and the hall porter 9s.
fid. a dayv. The question of the third mes-
senger was nol raised at that time, and
ny promise was made. In connection with
these salavies, the Treasurer was guided
by, the recommpendations of Mr. Speaker.
I . MrpSpeaker; £elt. this Junior messenger
was entifled; to,. further, consideration no
doubt yepresendntions would be. made to
theg"Lreasuray. e
. Mi:-S8CADDAN - If the Treasurer
turmed wpp Hansard of lasi year he wonld
find “that-.the messengers: were referced
i% by lime{Mr.-8caddan} in the phusl,
andr what - waisdil then waanthitl if .the
messenvers  qualified-:for their . positions
titey i hiodd redeive 1hé  salarids ‘paid ‘fe:
their  prededesambshThe ./ junigr smessen-
wer! ildice roeeivh -aty Inerease .of LM
il thie-first ivenr:ef this cempinviment.: anl-
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it was then stated that he would receive
oradual inereases until the amount reached
ilie salary that his position carried.

Mr. JOHNSOXN : The office of the jun-
ior messenger was worth £75 a year, and
he should get thal. Tt was no nse leaving
the matter to Mr. Spealer, hecause Parlia-
ment were responsible, Keeping the mos-
senger ab the waork that he was engaged in
and paying him only £60 per annum,
when the position was worth £75, eonid
only he regarded as sweating. It was he-
coming painful that vear afler yvear mem-
bers had to raise this same point, and
year after yvear there were the same quil-
bling and promises from the Government.

The MINISTER FORE WORKS: The
member for Guildford imagined that a
grave injustice had been done, and, there-
fore, was indignant, and accused the Gov.
ernment of quibbling and sweating offi-
ers. Did {he hon. member kuow who the
nflicer was and what work he performed?

Mr. Johmson: No, I do not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yef
the hon. member professed to know that
the position was worth £75 a year.

My, Genrge: How old is the boy?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Just
twrned 16, The lad received £6¢ a year,
and was very well paid for the work he
did.  Mpr. Speaker was in charge of the
Huuse, and it was his duty to recommend
to the Treasurer if he wanted any alter-
ation made in the payment of the officers
under his charge. As far as the jonior
moessenger was eoncerned, no promise lLiad
heen made that he should receive £75.
The chief messenger thonght the boy well
paid at €60, The angswer that the Pre-
iier had given was a legitimate one, that
it Mr. Speaker recommended that the
oecupant of the office shonld receive more
wroney the matier wonld then receive con-
silleration,

v My, SWAN:  The junior messenger
slhoald cextainly receive the salary which
thé poeition aarried, and whieh was none
tao mneh. © He would detidikedo subumit
ta what the Minister mightreonsidaw to.he
. flecenl wage for bim, and hedoped the
CMumitiee wonld nol allosks thdshoyo toihd
paid whht the Minister- deeiedi ol bas Y
veasonphle -saltlrxy,-.“ Cncirniet ol yon hlimnews
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Mr. SCADDAN: The Minister had
heen wrong in stating that a promise was
not made that the itern would be in-
creased.

The Premier: You would not put a
man there at £75,

Mr. SCADDAN: Certainly not.

The Premier: Suppose the boy leaves
school at 15, is £6D not a good salary for
him? .

Mr. SCADDAN: At 16 vears of age
he himself had received £3 a week. The
question was, did the boy f1l the position
satisfactorily, and did he do the work as
it should be done. The valne of that
work had been assessed at £75 a year,
and, consequently, if the boy was doing
the work satisfactorily, £75 was the sal-
ary he shonld be paid. The Treasurer
was indulging in the tacties of a sweater
towards these boys, who bad no chance
of making any progress exeept when a
higher position hecame vacant. To redure
a position merely because there had been
a change of officers was to revert to the
methods of some of the big firms in the
City, whose practice it was to pay a mew
man £50 a year less than had been paid
to his predecessor.

Mr. George: They would lose by that.

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. wember
had done it himself when in the Railway
Department. It was only by pressure
from members of Parliament thai the
Government had raised the salaries of
eivil servants.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must disenss the item.

Mr. SCADDAN: As a member of the
House he had a right to say whether he
thought any person employed by the
House was receiving a decent salary.
He dishelieved the statement made by the
Minister for Works.

The Premier: Is that in order?

~ The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must accep! the statement of the Minister
for Works.

Mr. SCADDAN: In accordance with
the ruling of the Cbair, he would aeccept
the statement. At the same time, he would
assert that the chief messenger had re-
commended this lad for the higher salary.

. [14 Ocroerr, 1909.]
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The CHATRMAN: Tt was necessary
that the hon. membher shonld understand
that he must nol accuse the Minister for
Warks of a falsehood. His stalement.
in the firsi insianee, had heen tantameuni
teo that.

Mr. Bath: But he withdrew.

The CHAIRMAN: Thalt was =so, hut
it seemed necessary to make the ruling
clear.

Mr. SCADDAN: Tt was not desired
that a diseussion on this particular item
should be vepented vear after vear; this
was the third vear in whieh it had been
foond vecessarv. He was not veferring
to one office, but to all the positions in
the messengers’ department. When
moved up, these afficers ought to veceive
the salary pertaining to the higher post.
Last year he had received an assurance
that this would be done. but it had not
heen done,

Mr. JACOBY : It was to he recollecied
that the responsibilily was left in the
hands of the Speaker and, econsequently,
a diseussion of this sort was seareely in
place, except, perhaps. as an intimagion
tn the Speaker. The Speaker was res-
ponsible to the Honse, and if hon. mem-
hers were not satisfied with his adminis-
fration, there was a proper method of
expressing their dissatisfaetion. Tt
wonld be impossible to get proper ad-
ministration if hon. members were to ro
behind responsible officers. Membe:s
ought to be satisfied that the Speaker
was doing a fair thing by the officers in
his charge. [f the Speaker had any in-
elination ane way or the other, it would
be to pay a higher rather than a lower
salary, .

Hon. T. ¥. QUINLAN: Tt seemed
necessary I offer some information to
hon. members. He did not know of any
promise made in rezard to this officer
at all.  Certainly he himself had never
made any promise or it would have been
kept. With regard to the other officer
he (Mr. Quinlan) had carried out the
wishes of the House and made a reeom-
wmendation which, apparvently, had hy
some mischance been overlooked. At the
same fime. he had no reason whatever in
alter the opinion he expressed last ses-
sion when the same question was under
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diseussion, namely, that the officer was
not worth £150 a year. With regard to the
officer under disecussion, he was only 16
years of nge, and was in receipt of livery,
and meals on the premises during tue
{ime the House was sitiing, while his
duties were very light indeed in recess.
e {Mr. Quinlan} had himself been an
employee and, during the last 26 yeavs,
an employer of labour, He had had
persons in his private employ for elase
on ten years. This in itself might be
regarded as a fair indication of his dis-
position towards anybody in his employ.
He had to confer with the chief officers
of the House, and was guided by the
executive officers as to whether or not
he should make certain recommendations
in regard to the officers.

Mr. JOHNSON: TUnder the Public
Bervice Act it was the officer who was
recognised and not the office. This par-
ticular officer had been classified by Par-
liament at £75 per annum.

The Minister for Mines: As a messan-
ger, what would he get under the Publie
Serviee Act?

Mr. JOHNSON: That was not the
point. The Committee were not dis-
cussing the officer. The officer had heen
classified at £75, and if the officer were
ecapable of filling the office. he should
wef the salary attached to the office.

The Premier: Who classified it at £739

Mr. JOHNSON: Parliament. In pre-

vious  years Ministers had deelared
that they did net desire to re-
duce  the position, and fthat it

was only a transfer of officers which had
sansed a temporary reduction. This
vear, however, Ministers said that the
office was not worth more than £60.
Members had not heen asked whether
they would agree to this reduction; in-
deed. the reduction had not been notified
uniil the Minister for Works had spoken
to-night. Was Parliament going 1o agree
that the third messenger of the Chamber
wag tu receive only £60 per annum?
We could not expect the messenger Lo
live on this wage. He wounld be depenA-
ent on his parents, but at £75 conld
probably mainlain himself. Of course,
if the vouth could not properly A1 the
posifion at £75 he must make room for
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somebody else.  Apparently he was a
capahle youth, and filled the position
equally with any of his predecessors.

[3r. Taylor took the Chair.)

The TTONORARY MINISTER: This
new-horn zeal  to incresse salaries was
interesting, The Estimates of 1904-3
showed thal ihe third messenger was paid
£52 per annum, and the member for
Guildlford was a member of the Govern-
ment that brought down those Estimnies.
At any rate this matter was one that
could be left to Mr. Speaker. It eould
not tend to discipline among the messen-
gers for it to he diseussed at this length.

My, TROY: The Honorary Minisier
had not properly consulted the rvecords.
The Estimates quoted from were those pre-
pared by the James CGovernment, and
which had to he brought down by the
Labour Grovernment owing to the lack of
time to frame new Estimafes, Fver
since then there hed been an endeavour
to better the position of those receiving
low salaries among the officers of the
House.

Mr. GEORGE: It did not matter mueh
to many members whether the messen-
zers veceived £60 or £75, but it was un-
dignified for Mr. Speaker to have to ap-
pear at the Table and explain his con-
duet in the matter; and if Mr. Speaker
were to be attacked on matters of this
sort, it was practically questioning him
as to his right to be in the Chair. TIf
the Government held a view that £60 was
sufficient remuneration for this officer,
and if Ihe Committee decided that he
should he paid £75, the Governmenl
would paturally eonclude that he woold
he aver-paid at the latter fizure, and the
hoy would lose lis position.

Mr. W. PRICFE: A messenger did not
learn muel, and had little chance of im-
proving his position. To do so a mes-
senger would need lo seek annther posi-
tion, so thai while we had a messenger
in the service uf Parliament we might
pay him a decent salary. There was no
towering the diguity of the House when
the Committee eonsidered what was due
to any citizen of the State,
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Mr. OSBORXN : The member for Guild-
tord  had suggested that a bov  re-
eeiving £60 a year would be a burden to
his family. whereas if he got £75 a vear
e would not. A lad receiving the for-
mer sum and at the same time gaining
experience and having an opportanity tw
look round for a better position was do-
ing very well It was not o he ex-
pected that he would remain in that posi
tion very long. So long as he remained
in that offiece he had nothing to look for-
ward to, and did members suggesl. thal
he should stay there until he was a man
and be content io aceept that salary o
ever?

ltem, Ineidental £300:

Ar. SCADDAN: When the item was
being considered last session a promise
was made by the Government that they
would inguire into the praetice in vogue
in the Fastern States in regard to privi-
loges made (o members as to postages ad
telegrams. Had such inquiries beeu
made?

The PREMIER : In suome of the Slates
allowapees in this respect were made io
members accurding to whether they rep-
resented country or city constiluencies.

Nir. Bellon: No members had o pay
poslage in the Easlern Slates.

The PREMLER: A differentiation was
inale hetween country and City memibers.
He had not the full intormation with him,
but he would see that the hun. member
was supplied with it.

[Mr. Deglish resumed the Chair]

Mr. TROY: The Commouwealth Gov-
erument franked all postages and tele-
crams of members.

Mr., Jacohv: In addition to their £690
a year?

Mr. TROY: Yes. [In all the Eastern
Stlates an allpwanee was made to mem-
bers for corrvespundence and telegrams,
In New South Wales the allowanee was
£12 a year for couniry members. Person-
allv it eost him £1 a month for his cor-
respondence.  He had mentioned  this
nmatter lasl vear, and he did not intend
again to ask the Government te make
similar provision to that in the other
States. It was humiliating to have to
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ask for sueh a thing. The correspond-
euce of eountrv members was forced
upinn them by their representation. All
that was asked of the Government lasi
vear was to make the same provision as
in the Eastern States.
Mr., SCADDAN moved an
ment—
That the rvote Le reduced Ly El.

amend-

The intention was to test the feeling of
mtemhers vn the question whether or not
the position of sergeant-at-arms should
he abolished.

Mr. TAYLOR: The question had «!-
ready been debated at some length and
be was not inclined to give a silent vote
upon it. He would not vote for the re-
muval of the pusition. 8o far as the
cosl to the eountry was concerned by
{lte retention of the position, any deci-
sion they might come to would have bui
litile cffest on the finances of the Stale.
It was nob fair to compare the position
of sergeant-al-arms with 1hal of the
House typist. This was a people's
Chamber, aud 1l was their desirve that it
shoudd be a dignified Chamber.  Other
Parliaments in the Commonweallh were
doing their besl 1o belitle this Parlia-
ment, and when memhbers here were
assisting to de e same (hing, it was a
had thing for Western Australia. The
desire of some members was o remove
from the Chamber the dignities whieh
existed there.  Fivery couniry should
cideavour lo dignify its representation,
whether it be in Parliament or out of il.
He intended to oppose the nmendment,

Mr. BATH: For a member to make
the statement that because others might
desire to dispense with an office thev
eonsidered unnecessary it was belittling
the Assembly or in any way infringing
ifs dignity. was almost too absurd to be
listened to. The delusion members la-
houred under was a reversion of all ex-
perience of civilisation. If one wanted
to find an individual who liked show and
vutward display. he would be found
among the blacks in their original state.
After all, we had to bear in mind the
fitness of things, and the eeremonial or
fashion, which may have been suitable
to the conditions of 500 years ago, or
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even 200 years ago, would be an absur-
dity al the present tiwe, when vur view
uf things had altogether changed,

Mr. MeDOWALL: A Few minutes be-
Tore lie voted agaiust striking out the
item of £150, becauze the action seemcd
Lo be extremely drastic. Now, however,
the amendment before the Commitiee
would receive his support.  The argu-
meuls which had been used 1n ¢onneetion
with the maee, or things of .that kiud
being necessary for the dignity of the
llonse, were simply ridiculous. Bringing
the matter dewn lo a business point of
view, there was uot uvne member who, in
his business or private capacity, wo.ald
maintain an office that was admitted to
he unnecessary. That would be bis (Mr.
MeDowall's) reason for voting in favour
of the amendment un the present oecn-
sion, It was with a considerable amount
of reluelanee that he spoke on the
amendment, because the oceupant of the
position was respected by all, bat the
pusition should be entirely dissoeiated
from the oflicer. Was the position neeces-
sary in the interests of the House?
Those who argued against that weve
arguilng against progress in the whole
world. and (hose who s0 argued were
people wlio would go hack to the wooden
plongh.  There were most important
assemblazes in this world whieh did uot
2o in for baubles of this deseription.

Mr. Readdan: The Sonth Australian
Parliament has uo sergeant-at-arms.

Mr. McelMIWALL: Whether thal was
~u or not, what did it matéter to this
Parliament ! The fact remained that the
position wus nor necessary, and that
heing the case it shonld be abolished,
and its abolition would not affeet the
Jignity of the House in any way.

Mr. WEENAN: The arguments ad-
vaneed by the Leader of the Opposition,
the members for [vanhoe and Coolgardie
would erually justifv the abolition of all
formalities assoeiafed with  Parliament.
The sugeestion eould he looked al from
anly oue point of view. and thal was (hiat
o Stale Parliaments were undoubledly
running every day a zroave risk of being
treated. not as  sovereign  Parliaments,
which they still were, hut of being Lreateid
as mere parish conneils, and if we were
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not to agree to that degradation, and il
would be a grave degradalion, we could
not afford to allow any of ithose symbols
—which afier all were mere symbols—of
our anthority and our dignity to be put
aside. If it were not for risks of that
kind, and risks whieh were absolutely
imminent, it might well be that we could
do without officers of suech u charaeter
without inecurring any grave risk. DBoi
to do so there was a risk of our State Par-
liaments being placed in the position of
being entirely subservient to another Par-
liament, and that was what no one should
consent to.

Mr. (’LOGHLEN: 'The member for
Kalgoorlie had pointed oot that there was
a possibility of the State Parliawent
losing its popularity if we abolished Lhe
office of sergeant-at-arms,

Mr. Keenan: I did not say popularity.
" Mr. OLOGHLEN : The losing its
prestige. If we had 200 sergeanls-at-arms
it would not preveni people looking feder-
ally if they desired to do so. The amend-
ment would receive his support. The re-
marks of the member for Mount Mar-
garet were surprising, The hon. member,
above all others, spoke with a good deal
of feeling regarding the economy prac-
tised by the Government, and possibly
before the session was over he would bhe
going on his knees appealing lv the Gov-
ernment for support for the vutback hos-
pitals, and would he condemning them np
hill and down dale for not granting that
support, Yel we found him, the boasted
champion of democracy, referring to the
dignity of the Chamber. The hon, mem-
ber had not put nwp any arguments in
favour of the retenlion of the office of
sergeant-at-arms; his remarks were sur-
prising.

Mr. SWAN: Nol beiug in agreement
with the majority of members on (hat
side of the House it was, perhaps, as well
to explain why he was not prepared (o
vote for the amendmenl(, It was not be-
cause he valued the dignity so highly, bul
because commen sense was infinitely more
valuable; it was not because of the dig-
nity of Parliament that the amendment
wonld not reeetve his support; it was he-
eause he would consider the matter from
a sense -of jusbiew!niFhe: gentlerdhu -wht '~
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ocenpied the position had filled it for a
great number of years, as far as he (Mr.
Swan) was concerned could continue to
occupy 1; while he lived. Having filled
that position for over 20 years it was not
worth members’ while to abolish the office
while the present ccenpant was there to
fill it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Were
members in order in debating a question
which had already heen determined? The
anthority that the Chairman had already
quoted stated that = proposal eould not
he made for a reduction in the whole Vote
for the purpose of renewing a discussion
on an item., That was what was being
done by members, and the question re-
lating to the sergeant-at-arms had alvendy
heen decided by the Committee.

Mr. Scaddan: The Chairman gave me
a direction how to proceed, and on that I
moved the amendment,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Was
that so?

The CHATRMAN: Yes.

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKS: That
being so it was not his intention to dis-
pute the ruling. The member for Albanv
seemed to claim for himself ail the hon-
esty of purpose, hut he (the Minister for
Works) elaimed for himeelf and for other
members, more especially the member for
Kanowna, that they were honestly of
opinion that the dignity of Parliament
was upheld by these ceremonials, It
was to he hoped the Commiltee would not
permit a reduetion of the vote, seeing that
it had already been decided that the posi-
tion should be maintained. Some hon.
members, doubtless, thongbt it necessary o
do away with all ceremony, whether in
or out of Parliament. He agreed with
the member for Kanowna that this office
tended to some refinement of feeling in
the Chamber.

Mr. COLLIER: If this voie were re-
duced by £1, would it be in any way hind-
ing upon the Government next yvear in
introducing their Estimates? He knew
of experience that it wonld not. Similar
motions had been earried, intimafing to
the Government that the Commitiee de-
sired that a certain course should he
taken. But the Government had imored
the intimation, and the Committee had
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no power to enforce it. He was going
to vute against the amendment, because
e regarded it a5 a waste of time and as
something Lhal would have no effect.

Mr. WALKER: The amendment would

‘not effeet the abolition of the oifice, he-

cause the Committee had already ex-
pressed their opinion upon this matter.
Moveover, if there were need to dispense
with the ceremonialz of ihe House, this
was not the correet way to go ahountf it.
Nov, if reforms were te he made, was
this by any means the only one that should
be cffected. Hon, members shounld go the
whole hog if they moved at all in this
direction. A subslantive wmolion shoutid
he made at some later date, and a com-
mittee appointed to go thoroughly inlo
the matter and make a recommendation
to the House. This piecemeal work was
nothing but eruelty which we should not
for 2 moment tolerate.

Amendment put and negatived,

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

BTLL—COOLGARDIE RECREATION
RESERVE REVESTMENT.
Second reading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS {Hon.
J. Milehell in moving the second read-
ing said: This is purely a formal
malter. In 1896 eertain land, known as
Coolzardie town lot 1080, was set aside
as a reereation ground. The practice
of vesting such reserves in the mani-
cipal eouneil was not followed on this
accasion: the reserve was vested in the
names of certain gentlemen of Coolear-
die, for the purpose of reereation. Sub-
sequently, the council paid off certain
liabilities agninst the reserve. and they
now desire to have the reserve vested in
the council as such reserves uwsually are.
It is purely a formal maiter. and T am
sure hon. memhers will pass it without

diseussion.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

In Committee,
Mr., Daglish in the Chair; the Minis-
ter for Lands in charee of the Bill.
Clanse—arreed te
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Schedule—agreed to.

Preamble:

Mr, SCADDAN: How did the name of
John Boileau eome to be among those in
whom the land had been vested?

Mr. McDOWALL: The hon. member
was referring to a very old resident of
Coolgardie. As the Minister had said,
this reserve had been vested in trustees
in the early days. Eventually the sum
of £300 had been raised for the purpose
of installing it with electric light and
other improvements. However, the trus-
tees eould noi pay up and the bank had
threatened to foreclose, upon which the
municipality had raised a loan and paid
off the bank. It was now desired to
vest the land in the municipality.

Preamble passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendmenl;
report adopted.

the

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK
AMENDMENT.
Second reading. N
Order of the Day read for vesump-
tion of debate on second reading.
Question put and passed. _
Bill read a second time,

ACT

FIRE BRIGADES BILL SELECT
C'OMMITTEE.
Member to give evidenge.

On motion by the Premiev (withoui
notice) the member for Murchison (Mr.
Holman) was permitied to give evidence
hefore the select ecommiitee of the Legis-
lative Couneil an the Fire Brigades Bill.

House adjonrned at 1031 pom.
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The SPEAKER took the Clair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: Papers re-
lating te a loan to R. Berteaux of the
President Loubet Lease, Davyhurst (Re-
turn ordered on motion by Mr. Collier).

By the Premier: 1, Rules and regula-
tions of the Fremantle Public Hospital-
2, Wharfage charges on wool at Derby,
Broome, Port Hedland, Onslow, and Car-
narvon,

QUESTION—RAILWAY OFFICERS
RECLASSIFICATION.

Mr. ITARDWICK asked the Premier:
Seeing ihat the reorganisation of the
Railway Department has been going on
for two years, is it the intention of :he
Government to place a sum of money
on this year’s Estimates so that re-
classication by the Commissioner of
Railways shall take effect from the 1st
July, 19092

The PREMIER replied: Reelassifica-
ton is now proceeding, and provisivu
will be made for increases to take effeet
from the 1st July.

QUESTION—COMMERCIAL AGENT
AT ROME.

Mp, JACOBY (without notice) asked
the Premier: What are the conditions
under which Signor Astengo will aet as
commercial agent at Rome for this
State?

The PREMIER replied: This gentle-
man was appointed honorary conunereiat
agell at Rome for Western Austra-



